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Introduction

	God’s Workmanship

	Source

	Lectures and sermons given by Oswald Chambers in England and Egypt, 1910 to 1917.

	Publication History

	•      As articles: Tongues of Fire/Spiritual Life Magazine and the Bible Training Course (BTC) Journal. 

	•      As a book: 1953.

	During the 1930s and 1940s, Mrs. Chambers compiled and published most of Oswald’s lectures and sermons that developed a single theme or expounded a passage of Scripture. This left many talks covering a wide variety of subjects unpublished in book form. God’s Workmanship (1953) along with Disciples Indeed (1955) and The Servant As His Lord (1958) have preserved these miscellaneous messages. These three were among the last books compiled by Mrs. Chambers before her death in 1966.

	
Reality

	The existence of a truth is nothing to me until I am brought into the current of events where that particular truth is a living reality to me because it speaks the language of my conscious life. Reality must have its source outside me; my conscious experience is the sphere of Reality in me, but I must be careful never to confound the reality of my experience with Reality itself.

	1. Response to God

	And without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is. . . . (Hebrews 11:6 rv)

	Religion confronts God, not in scrutiny or criticism, but in response, in welcome, in obedience to His visitation. Religion is only possible to revelation. Religion is not aspiration, it is not temperament, it is not subjectivity, its roots are in God moving to man more than in man moving to God.

	Forsyth 

	 

	We need constantly to remember that the work of God in us is the foundation of our Christian experience and faith, and as constantly do we need to remember that we never can experience the ground and spring of our Christian experience. In other words, our faith must be in the reality of the Redemption and never in what God has done in us and for us. What is experienced in our individual lives is the efficacious working of salvation, but we never can experience the God who gives us that experience. We are delighted with our experience, it is the thing we can talk about, but unless our faith is in the God who gives us the experience it ends in pietistic jargon; I try to pack all God’s tremendous redemptive energy into a side eddy—“I have got all this to myself.” If you know on what ground your experience has arisen you say, like Paul did, “I know whom I have believed,” not “I know what I have got.”

	The thing to pay attention to is the miracle created in human experience, not on the ground of my reason, but on the ground of the Redemption, and it begins exactly as our Lord describes—“The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the voice thereof, but knowest not whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit” (John 3:8 rv). Whenever I say “I want to reason this thing out before I can trust,” I will never trust. The reasoning out and the perfection of knowledge come after the response to God has been made. If we would learn on the threshold of our life with God to put away as impertinent, and even iniquitous, the debates as to whether or not we will trust God, we would not remain under the delusions we do; we would abandon without the slightest hesitation, cut the shore lines, burn our bridges behind us, and realise that what has happened is the positive miracle of the Redemption at work—we know with a knowledge which passeth knowledge. The whole of the New Testament exposition in the inspiration of the Holy Spirit is in order that we might know where we have been placed by Almighty God’s Redemption. Immediately we come in contact with Reality our thinking is based on revelation all the time, and as we maintain our relation to Reality we will find new revelations of truth flashing out continually from the word of God.

	Faith is not a faculty; if religion were the function of one particular faculty, it would claim but one side of life. Each faculty implies the rest because it is the action of the whole person.

	Forsyth

	 

	Our response to God is the response of our whole nature. To speak of faith as a faculty is unfortunate; faith is not a faculty, if we mean by that something added on to what we have already got. The result of the idea that we are a bundle of separate faculties, the faculty of faith having nothing to do with the faculty of conscience, makes it possible for a man to do the most unrighteous things in his business all the week and the most devout things on Sunday. Watch the thing you are inclined to succumb over—“That will do for a knock-up job; it’s only that, it doesn’t matter.” It is never “only that,” it is the same with everything you do, and is certainly what you will do in the exercise of the highest powers of your personality, viz., in your relationship to God, only it is not traced so readily there because the spiritual domain is so vast and mysterious. Bring it to the test in the ordinary everyday things of life, eating and drinking, cleaning your boots, writing an essay—is it slovenly? is it careless and indifferent? does self-indulgence come in? That little pinhole exhibits the dry rot that runs all through everything you do, and when you trust in God, you trust in a shabby way, in a way that is defective—“I will have faith in God about this matter, but not about that”; then you don’t trust God at all. If we will examine ourselves in the light of the things that can be seen we will realise that that is how God sees us all through, if only we will take the humiliating gibe to ourselves.

	2. Readjustment in God

	The first [commandment] is . . . thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength. (Mark 12:29-30; from all thy heart , etc., rv mg)

	We do not know how good God’s claim is till we have met it, and long lived in surrender to it, we must taste and see. We do not assent and then trust, that would reduce grace to persuasion, and faith to being talked over or argued down, and from grace and faith alike the divine element of miracle would disappear.

	Forsyth

	 

	My relationship to God embraces every faculty, I am to love Him with all my heart, all my soul, all my mind, all my strength, every detail is instinct with devotion to Him; if it is not I am disjointed somewhere. Think what you do for someone you love! The most amazingly minute details are perfectly transfigured because your whole nature is embraced, not one faculty only. You don’t love a person with your heart and leave the rest of your nature out, you love with your whole being, from the crown of the head to the sole of the foot. That is the attitude of the New Testament all through. In 1 Corinthians 15, the Apostle Paul has been speaking about the stupendous mystery of the resurrection, and suddenly, like a swinging lamp in a mine, he rushes it right straight down and says, “Now concerning the collection. . . .” The New Testament is continually doing it—“Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands . . . began to wash the disciples’ feet.” It takes God Incarnate to wash feet properly. It takes God Incarnate to do anything properly.

	Never limit God by remembering what you have done in the past. When you come into relation with the Reality of Redemption God creates something in you that was never there before, it is the active working of the life of God in you, consequently you can do now what you could not do before. Character is always revealed in crises. There are lives that seem selfish and self-centred until a crisis occurs and they manifest the most disinterested concern and self-effacement. On the other hand, there are lives that appear unselfish and noble and when the crisis comes they are revealed as mean and despicable. In the early stages of our Christian experience we are inclined to hunt in an overplus of delight for the commandments of our Lord in order to obey them out of our love for Him, but when that conscious obedience is assimilated and we begin to mature in our life with God, we obey His commandments unconsciously, until in the maturest stage of all we are simply children of God through whom God does His will, for the most part unconsciously to us.

	
Partakers of Grace

	For by grace have ye been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God. Ephesians 2:8 rv

	 

	No man can be saved by praying, by believing, by obeying, or by consecration; salvation is a free gift of God’s almighty grace. We have the sneaking idea that we earn things and get into God’s favour by what we do—by our praying, by our repentance: the only way we get into God’s favour is by the sheer gift of His grace. The first thing we consciously experience is a sense of undeserving-ness, but it does take some of us a long while to know we don’t deserve to be saved. “I really am sorry for what I have done wrong”; “I really am sick of myself”—if only I am sick enough of myself, I will be sick to death; I am driven to despair, I can do nothing; then I am exactly in the place where I can receive the overflowing grace of God.

	In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace. (Ephesians 1:7)

	Think what God’s forgiveness means: it means that He forgets away every sin. Forgetting in the Divine mind is an attribute, in the human mind it is a defect, consequently God never illustrates His Divine forgetfulness by human pictures, but by pictures taken from His own creation—“As far as east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us” (Psalm 103:12); “I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions . . .” (Isaiah 44:22). The reason God never uses the human illustration is that a human being is incapable of forgiving as God does until he is made like God through regeneration. We take the forgiveness of sins to mean something we can understand, it is such a tremendous thing that it takes the Holy Spirit to enable us to begin to understand what is made ours through the grace of God. The forgiveness of God means that we are forgiven into a new relationship with God in Christ so that the forgiven man is the holy man.

	God is able to make all grace abound unto you. . . . (2 Corinthians 9:8 rv)

	 

	In talking to people you will be amazed to find that they much more readily listen if you talk on the line of suffering, of the attacks of the devil; but get on the triumphant line of the Apostle Paul, talk about the super-conquering life, about God making all His Divine grace to abound, and they lose interest—“That is all in the clouds,” a sheer indication that they have never begun to taste the unfathomable joy that is awaiting them if they will only take it. All the great prevailing grace of God is ours for the drawing on, and it scarcely needs any drawing on, take out the “stopper” and it comes out in torrents; and yet we just manage to squeeze out enough grace for the day—“sinning in thought, word and deed every day”! You don’t find that note in the New Testament. We have to keep in the light as God is in the light and the grace of God will supply supernatural life all the time. Thank God there is no end to His grace if we will keep in the humble place. The overflowing grace of God has no limits, and we have to set no limits to it, but “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

	
How to Go On

	Colossians 2:6-7 (rv)

	1. How to Think of Our State

	As therefore ye received Christ Jesus the Lord . . . (rv)

	 

	We all start with thinking about what we have to do; Paul goes a step further back, and says, “Think of how you stand in God’s sight through receiving Jesus.” It will have a tremendous influence. Have I received Christ Jesus the Lord as my Saviour? Then He is my Saviour from everything that is not of God; that I enter into this realisation is another thing. We can always claim our union with Jesus Christ in thinking: “. . . that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” We know that we are not perfect yet in outer manifestation, but in thinking we have to remember what we received Jesus for, to be absolute Lord, absolute Saviour. When once we bring our minds to think of our state fundamentally, everything else becomes amazingly easy. We are apt to begin by thinking of our obedience, how we are going to work it out, and we forget the first thing, viz., that we have to receive Christ Jesus the Lord. Think what that means! It means we can go straight to the very heart of God and tell Him what we want, not because we are obedient, but because we have access into the holy place by the new and living way which Jesus dedicated (rv) for us. To think of what Jesus is to us always encourages our faith; if we begin with our obedience, our faith gets paralysed. The great basis for our thinking is, what does Jesus Christ mean to me? Have I received Him as Lord and Master, as Saviour and Sanctifier? Have I thought about Him as that?

	2. How to Try Our Standing

	so walk in Him . . .

	 

	Our right standing is proved by the fact that we can walk; if we are not rightly related to God in our thinking we cannot walk properly. Walk means character. If we have only our own energy and devotion and earnestness to go on we cannot walk at all; but if we are based on the revelation that if we receive Christ Jesus the Lord we are complete (rv) in Him, then we can begin to walk according to the perfection we have in Him. When God brings us up against difficult circumstances that reveal the inability of our human nature it is not that we may sink back and say, “Oh dear, I thought I should have been all right by now”; it is that we may learn to draw on our union with Jesus Christ and claim that we have sufficient grace to do this particular thing according to God’s will. If we are vitally connected with God in our thinking we shall find we can walk; but if we have not been thinking rightly we will succumb—“I can’t do this.” If we are thinking along the line of God’s grace, that He is able to make all grace abound unto us (rv), we will not only stand, but walk as a son or daughter of God and prove that His grace is sufficient. To be weak in God’s strength is a crime.

	God has to deal with us on the death side as well as on the life side. It is all very well to know in theory that there are things we must not trust in, but another thing to know it in fact. When God deals with us on the death side He puts the sentence of death on everything we should not trust in, and we have a miserable time until we learn never any more to trust in it, never any more to look anywhere else than to God. It sometimes happens that hardly a day passes without God saying, “Don’t trust there, that is dead.”

	Then He deals with us on the life side and reveals to us all that is ours in Christ Jesus, and there comes in the overflowing strength of God, the unsearchable riches in Christ Jesus. Whether God is dealing with us on the death side or the life side, it is all in order to teach us how to walk, how to try our standing in Christ Jesus. God is teaching us to try our steps in faith, and it is a very tottering business to begin with, we clutch hold of everything; God gives us any amount of encouragement, “ribbons” of blessings, of feelings and touches that makes us know His presence; then He withdraws them and slowly we get strengthened on our feet and learn how to walk in Him.

	3. How to Train Our Strength

	rooted and builded up in Him . . .

	 

	The strength God gives us by receiving Christ Jesus the Lord is the strength He manifested when He raised the dead body of Jesus (see Ephesians 1:19-20). We have to train our strength by building it on that unit of measurement. When we pray for other people are we demanding more power to put them right than was wrought by God when He raised Christ from the dead? That is the measure of the exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who believe. How am I measuring the power of God in my life?

	. . . and stablished by [mg] your faith.

	 

	Think of the things you are trying to have faith for! Stop thinking of them and think about your state in God through receiving Christ Jesus; see how God has enabled you to walk where you used to totter, and see what marvellous strength you have in Him. “I can do all things in Him that strengtheneth me” (rv), says Paul. Is that mere poetry or a fact? Paul never talked only poetry. All the great blessings of God in salvation and sanctification, all the Holy Spirit’s illumination, are ours not because we obey, they are ours because we have put ourselves into a right relationship with God by receiving Christ Jesus the Lord, and we obey spontaneously. As we look back we find that every time we have been blessed it was not through mechanical obedience, but by receiving from Jesus something that enabled us to obey without knowing it and life was flooded with the power of God. We make it hard for people—“Do this and that,” and they obey and nothing happens. We have left out altogether the receiving of Christ Jesus the Lord; personal relationship to Jesus Christ first, then faith comes naturally. When we are standing face to face with Jesus Christ in this way and He says, “Believest thou this?”—no matter what the “this” is for—sanctification, or something further on than sanctification—faith is as natural as breathing; we say, “Why yes, Lord,” and are staggered and amazed that we were so stupid as not to trust Him before. Whenever we find it hard and difficult and strengthless, we may be certain we are at the wrong place; when we get into the right thinking state through receiving Christ Jesus the Lord, it is the easiest thing in the world to have faith.

	
Redemption

	1. Not Thought but Fact

	We have to live, thought is second. We are saved in only one way, by the supernatural efficacy of the Redemption; but to be saved and never think about it is a crime. “My people doth not consider,” says God; they won’t think. We can never become God’s people by thinking, but we must think as God’s people. It is possible to understand all about the plan of salvation without being personally related to the reality of Redemption.

	My reason and my intellect are the finest instruments I have, but they are not “me,” I am much more than my intellect and my reason. If I am going to get at Reality I must have my conscience at work as well as my intellect and reason, otherwise I will ignore the fact of sin, ignore all the moral perplexities, ignore the fact that God became Incarnate. Intellect is meant to be the handmaid of God, not the dictator to God. The rationalist dictates to God and dictates Him off His throne, consequently we hear it asked, “What need is there for the Redemption? for concentration on the historic fact of the life and death of Jesus?” Intellect must get into the place of receptivity, which it won’t ever do if it is on the throne. All the idolatrous perversions in Nature and in grace come from exalting the instrument into the place of the life. When intellect is put in the right place it receives, then the Spirit of God creates—“Wherefore if any man is in Christ, there is a new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17 rv mg) Then intellect comes in to explain, exactly as it does in Nature. God reveals nothing in Nature. I must use my wits, my ingenuity and common-sense, in order to discover; in the spiritual domain I only penetrate by submissive obedience. Our natural make-up is to want to have dominion; in the spiritual domain that is not the procedure, it is surrender. “Commit yourself to Me,” says Jesus; get into contact with Reality and the understanding will follow.

	We have to work out, not our redemption, but our human appreciation of our redemption. We owe it to God that we refuse to have rusty brains. “Why should I understand?” Because God wants intelligent sons and daughters; He is bringing “sons” to glory, not mechanisms.

	Thought is not the sum-total of a man’s personality, it is simply the garment personality wears. Think, for instance, of the beautiful things you write in your essays, and think of the mean scrubs you are outside your essays! proving that your beautiful thinking is not the garment that fits you yet. The only way the garment will fit you will be when you are working out your thinking in actualities. The words Jesus spoke were the exact garment of His Person, they exactly revealed Him, because He spoke out of actualities all the time. “I spake openly to the world; . . . and in secret have I said nothing.”

	“I can’t stand coming in contact with other people”—why? Because when you do you find the beautiful conceptions and thoughts you get when you are alone, don’t work. Separating myself from other people is the greatest means of producing deception because there is nothing to clash against me. Immediately people clash against me I know whether my beautiful thinking really expresses “me,” or is a garment that disguises the real “me.” If my actual life is not in agreement with my thinking the danger is that I exclude myself from actualities which bring home to me the knowledge of what I am, in spite of what I think. “I am a Christian worker and must put on this garb!” That is sanctimonious jargon; the only thing that will hold me right is a personal relationship to Jesus, and that life is essentially simple, there is no break into secular and sacred, the one merges into the other, exactly as it did in the life of our Lord. A false mysticism is produced if we refuse to have regard to the basal principle of our make-up, viz., that the garment of our thinking is meant to fit the actualities of life.

	2. Thought and Fact United

	My Christian faith must be related to the historic Jesus. The one abiding Reality is the Redemption which is focused for us in the historic event of the Life and Death of Jesus. That Fact is of more value than any other historic fact because the Holy Spirit working through it creates in me what could never be produced otherwise. It is the “preaching of the cross” that produces the crisis we call New Birth. We are in danger of preaching the new birth instead of proclaiming that which produces the new birth, viz., the preaching of Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. I cannot save a soul, or sanctify a soul, but if I will preach the Cross with all the mighty emphasis of God’s Spirit on it, instantly the Holy Spirit creates the very thing which the Redemption has made possible—the miracle of God in human souls, not by magic, but by surrender. We have to preach, not the explanation of how it is done, but the Fact that does it. I have to see that I manifest in my mortal flesh the fact that the Son of God is born in me, my exposition of it is the expression in testimony that He did it. The danger is that I praise Jesus Christ for all I am worth while I evade the moral and essential necessity of surrendering to Him. There must be a Fact which is not “me” to be sure of before I am real.

	“It was God’s good pleasure through the foolishness of the thing preached [mg] to save them that believe” (1 Corinthians 1:21 rv). Those are the words of the Apostle Paul. Think of his former fiery opposition to Jesus! think of his learning, his conscientious integrity! and then tell me what power of reasoning is going to touch such a man? And by the sheer creative energy of the Spirit of God he is turned from a strong-willed intense Pharisee into a humble devoted slave of the Lord Jesus. The word of God through the Spirit is creative, not persuasive. It hinders the work of the Spirit when we try and persuade people, it puts the basis not on Redemptive Reality but on our ingenious reasoning. The Spirit of God working, by God’s decree, through the historic Fact of the Life and Death of Jesus, does not convince a man’s mind: He creates something in him, makes him “a new creation in Christ Jesus” (rv mg). The preaching of Christ crucified is a stumbling-block to the Jews and foolishness to the Greeks; but unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, it is “the power of God, and the wisdom of God.” The presentation of the Fact of the Life and Death of Jesus creates the New Testament belief about it in me. Our certainty of salvation is realisable long before it is reasonable to our understanding. Beware of preaching a Redemption that is past; it is past, but it must be seen to be ever-present, and I can only make it an ever-present reality by becoming a new creation in Christ Jesus.

	How is the historic Christ interpreting Himself to me? Is He to me what He undoubtedly was in His own consciousness, or something less? am I patronising Him? have I brought my curiosity, which is meant to deal with natural facts, into the domain of revelation facts and begun to let it dominate there too? I command what I can explain, and immediately I bring the natural desire to explain into the spiritual domain, I am in danger of explaining Jesus away, I “dissolve Him by analysis” (see 1 John 4:3 rv mg). There is no thinking that will explain me to myself, then how can I think to explain the Son of God? “No one knoweth the Son, save the Father” (rv), said Jesus. The only way I can begin to understand the Son of God is by receiving His Spirit through regeneration; then when I am regenerated it is my duty to think about the Son of God, that is, I must see that I put my intellect at the disposal of the Holy Spirit, who will “reveal the Son of God in me” (Galatians 1:16).

	
The Ministry of the Interior

	I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem; they shall never hold their peace day nor night: ye that are the Lord’s remembrancers, take ye no rest, and give Him no rest, till He establish, and till He make Jerusalem a praise in the earth. Isaiah 62:6-7 (rv)

	And the Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof. Ezekiel 9:4

	 

	Do I know anything experimentally about this aspect of things? Have I ever spent one minute before God in intercessory importunity over the sins of other people? If we take these statements of the prophets and turn the searchlight on ourselves, we will be covered with shame and confusion because of our miserably selfish, self-centred Christianity.

	How many of us have ever entered into this Ministry of the Interior where we become identified with our Lord and with the Holy Spirit in intercession? It is a threefold intercession: at the Throne of God, Jesus Christ; within the saint, the Holy Ghost; outside the saint, common-sense circumstances and common-sense people, and as these are brought before God in prayer the Holy Spirit gets a chance to make intercession according to the will of God. That is the meaning of personal sanctification, and that is why the barriers of personal testimony must be broken away and effaced by the realisation of why we are sanctified—not to be fussy workers for God, but to be His servants, and this is the work, vicarious intercession.

	One of the first lessons we learn in the Ministry of the Interior is to talk things out before God in soliloquy—tell God what you know He knows in order that you may get to know it as He does.

	All the harshness will go and the suffering sadness of God’s Spirit will take its place, and gradually you will be brought into sympathy with His point of view.

	There is an advocacy of holiness which was never born at Calvary, it is the resuscitation of the Pharisaic spirit dressed in the garb of Pentecost—an insufferable superiority. The Spirit of God must have a deep indignation at the preaching of holiness that is not the holiness of Jesus. The holiness of Jesus is the most humble thing on earth.

	When God puts a weight on you for intercession for souls don’t shirk it by talking to them. It is much easier to talk to them than to talk to God about them—much easier to talk to them than to take it before God and let the weight crush the life out of you until gradually and patiently God lifts the life out of the mire. That is where very few of us go.

	When God brings a burden to you, never allow it to develop into carnal suspicion. In the Ministry of the Interior all we have to do is simply to take the matter before God and be made “crushed grapes” until the Holy Spirit produces such an atmosphere that the one who is wrong cannot endure it. That is God’s method, and we interfere by using our own discernment.

	The knowledge of where people are wrong is a hindrance to prayer, not an assistance. “I want to tell you of the difficulties so that you may pray intelligently.” The more you know the less intelligently you pray because you forget to believe that God can alter the difficulties.

	“Howbeit when the Son of man cometh, shall He find faith on the earth?” (rv). Which one of us would God stop at and say, “That one is My remembrancer”? or would He have to say, “That one is serving a conviction of his own, he is not My servant at all”?

	
I Indeed . . . But He

	I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but He . . . shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire. Matthew 3:11

	 

	The baptism with the Holy Ghost and with fire is Jesus Christ’s own peculiar right; He is the true Baptiser. “I indeed baptize you with water,” said John, “but He . . . shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire”—a strange and amazing and supernatural baptism.

	I wonder if we have ever seen Jesus Christ, if we know who He is? Have we ever heard ringing in our souls these words, “Behold the Lamb of God!” There is a phrase used in America, “I want what I want when I want it.” The way you will want the baptism of the Holy Ghost and fire is when you begin to see the Lord Jesus; when you see Him, the great heart-hunger, the great longing of the life will be, “I want to be like Him.” But remember, you must come to Him; it is His prerogative to baptise with the Holy Ghost. It is not a blessing we gain by faith, not a blessing we merge into by devotion and fasting, it is the supernaturally natural result of coming to Jesus as the true Baptiser. One sees lives on the right hand and on the left turning sour and cynical, seeing only the frauds and disappointments in life—if they would only look to the Lord Jesus! He baptises with the Holy Ghost and with fire, that is, He makes us like Himself.

	I want to ask a very personal question—How much do you want to be delivered from? You say, “I want to be delivered from wrong-doing”—then you don’t need to come to Jesus Christ. “I want to walk in the right way according to the judgment of men”—then you don’t need Jesus Christ. But some heart cries out—“I want, God knows I want, that Jesus Christ should do in me all He said He would do.” How many of us “want” like that? God grant that this “want” may increase until it swamps every other desire of heart and life. Oh, the patience, the gentleness, the longing of the Lord Jesus after lives, and yet men are turning this way and that, and even saints who once knew Him are turning aside, their eyes are fixed on other things, on the blessings that come from the baptism with the Holy Ghost and have forgotten the Baptiser Himself.

	Do you know what this mighty baptism will mean? It will mean being taken right out of every other setting in life but God’s. Are you willing for that? It will mean that sin in you is put to death, not counteracted, but killed right out by identification with the death of Jesus††; it will mean a blazing personal holiness like His. Are you willing for that? Face Jesus Himself; other lights are fading since He grew bright. You are getting tired of life as it is, tired of yourself as you are, getting sour with regard to the setting of your life; lift your eyes for one moment to Jesus Christ. Do you want, more than you want your food, more than you want your sleep, more than you want anything under heaven, or in heaven, that Jesus Christ might so identify you with Himself that you are His first and last and for ever? God grant that the great longing desire of your heart may begin to awaken as it has never done, not only the desire for the forgiveness of sins, but for identification with Jesus Himself†† until you say, “I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.”

	Another thing about this mighty baptism—it takes you out of your individual life and fits you into God’s purpose. Are some of you realising the awful loneliness of being alive? You cannot mix in with the worldly crowd you used to, and there is a great hunger and longing after you know not what. Look to the Lord Jesus and say, “My God, I want to be so identified with the Lord Jesus that I am pure with His purity, empowered with His power, indwelt with His life.” Do you know what will happen? God will take your lonely, isolated, individual life and fit it into a marvellous oneness, into the mystical Body of Christ. Oh, the isolated, lonely, Christian lives! What is needed is this mighty baptism with the Holy Ghost and with fire. “I have been seeking for it, fasting for it,” you say; listen, “Come unto Me,” says Jesus, He is the Baptiser with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.

	Have you seen Jesus as “the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world”? What is the first step to take? Come to Him just as you are and ask Him to give you the Holy Spirit. As soon as you receive the Holy Spirit He begins to awaken in you the tremendous “want,” overwhelming, all-absorbing, passionate in its impelling rush, to be baptised with the Holy Ghost and with fire. If you have never received the Holy Spirit, why not receive Him now? Ask God for His Spirit on the authority of Jesus, and He will lead you, as you obey Him, straight to the place where you will be identified with the death of Jesus.††

	Where are we in regard to the personal experience of the baptism of the Holy Ghost? If Jesus Christ had said to us, “All you need to do is to be as holy as you can, overcome sin as far as you can, and I will overlook the rest,” no intelligent man under heaven would accept such a salvation. But He says—“Be ye . . . perfect”††; “Love your enemies”†; “Be so pure that lust is an impossibility.” Instantly every heart calls back, My God, “who is sufficient for these things?” Oceans of penitential tears, mountains of good works, all powers and energy sink down till they are under the feet of the Lord Jesus, and, incarnate in John the Baptist, they all point to Him—“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world!” If Jesus Christ cannot deliver from sin, if He cannot adjust us perfectly to God as He says He can, if He cannot fill us with the Holy Ghost until there is nothing that can ever appeal again in sin or the world or the flesh, then He has misled us. But blessed be the Name of God, He can! He can so purify, so indwell, so merge with Himself, that only the things that appeal to Him appeal to you, to all other appeals there is the sentence of death, you have nothing to answer. When you come amongst those whose morality and uprightness crown them the lord of their own lives, there is no affinity with you, and they leave you alone.

	When you are born again of the Spirit of God the characteristic of your testimony is this—“Once I was that, now I am this, and He did it.” But when you are baptised with the Holy Ghost, there is only One you see, One you love, One you live for from early morning till late at night, One you die for. Every thought is gripped and held enthralled by the Master of human destiny, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the whole life is devoted to Him. “My witnesses,” wherever we are placed He is glorified, not by the testimony of the lips only, but by the whole life.

	
Now Don’t Hurt the Lord

	Philip saith unto Him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. John 14:8

	 

	1. You Who Regarded Christ’s Command

	And he findeth Philip: and Jesus saith unto him, Follow Me. (John 1:43 rv)

	 

	You may have had no reluctance in obeying the Lord’s command, and yet it is probable you are hurting Him because you look for God to manifest Himself where He never can “Lord, shew us the Father.” We look to God to manifest Himself to His children: God manifests Himself in His children, consequently the manifestation is seen by others, not by us. It is a snare to want to be conscious of God; you cannot be conscious of your consciousness and remain sane. You have obeyed Christ’s command, then are you hurting Him by asking some profoundly perverse question? I believe our Lord is repeatedly astounded at the stupidity we display. It is notions of our own that make us stupid; when we are simple we are never stupid, we discern all the time. “Lord, shew us the Father”; “Shew me Thy face”; “Expound this thing to me”; and His answer comes straight back to our heart: “Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known Me?”

	2. You Who Realised Christ’s Character

	Philip . . . saith . . . We have found Him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth. (John 1:45)

	 

	Like Philip, you know that Jesus Christ is God Incarnate, you realise His character and recognise Him in the Scriptures, then are you hurting Him by the questions you ask? diseased, morbid questions, not the questions of a child. Jesus has said, “Let not your heart be troubled,” then are you hurting Him by allowing your heart to be troubled? If your heart is troubled you are not living up to your belief. Are you trying to expound the Lord apart from Himself, bringing in ideas of your own along with your knowledge of His character? Are you taken up with considering your own perplexities, allowing some morbid question to perturb your heart? What our Lord wants is the implicit relationship to Himself which takes everything as it comes from Him.

	3. You Who Recognised Christ’s Claim

	Philip saith unto him, Come and see. (John 1:46)

	 

	In the beginning Philip obeyed Jesus Christ readily, there was no traitorous unbelief in his heart; he realised who Jesus was, and testified of Him to others, and yet he had not perfect childlike confidence in Jesus, and it was this that hurt our Lord—“hast thou not known Me, Philip? He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.” If you know only what you have experienced, you will never see Jesus. Once put conscious experience in the road and you will hurt the Lord. You can never rely on what you believe intellectually; but once have the attitude of a perfectly simple, unsophisticated child of God and there is no trouble in believing. The questions that hurt the Lord are those that are not born of devotion to Him. Am I hurting my Lord by the kind of questions I am asking to-day? They may sound all right to others, but they hurt Him.

	“Lord, shew us the Father.” Philip expected the revelation of a tremendous mystery, but he did not expect it in the One whom he knew. The mystery of God is now, this minute, not in what is going to be; we look for it presently, in some cataclysmic happening. What am I asking Jesus Christ to do? “Lord, shew us the Father.” He has done it: “He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.” When once I realise that everything is in Jesus Christ, I will never allow any questions that spring from without to trouble my heart. The thing that hurts Jesus is asking Him to give us experiences—“I want to be conscious of God’s presence.” Get rid of the morbid idea of consciousness, be so completely in Jesus that His presence is salvation continually.

	You have obeyed Jesus Christ’s command and followed Him, you have realised His character and recognised His claims, then are you hurting Him by asking Him to show you things? “Show me Thy face”; there it is! “Show me the Father”; there He is! always just here or nowhere; He is here now. Once realise that and the emancipation is immediate. It is to those to “babes,” to “little children,” “in whom is no guile,”† that the revelation comes. God never guides presently, He always guides now. No wonder Jesus said, “Let not your heart be troubled”!

	What a Man Possesses v. What Possesses a Man

	For a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. Luke 12:15

	 

	This statement of Our Lord’s needs careful consideration because we dislike it strongly. The whole teaching of Jesus is opposed to the idea of civilisation, viz., possessing things for myself—“This is mine.” The sense of property is connected, not with the lasting element of our personality, but with that which has to do with sin; it is the sense of property that makes me want to gratify myself. Jesus Christ had no sense of property, there was never any attempt to gratify Himself by possessing things for Himself—“the Son of man hath not where to lay His head.”† What was His, He gave—“I lay down My life. . . . I lay it down of Myself.” The thing that leads me wrong always and every time is what I am persuaded I possess. The thing that is mine is the thing I have with the power to give it. All that I want to possess without the power to give, is of the nature of sin. God has no possessions, consequently I cannot rob God of anything, but I rob myself of God every time I stick to what I possess. Immediately I abandon to God I get that which possesses me but has no possessions with it, there is nothing to keep. Being possessed by God means an untrammelled human life.

	God seems careless of His children from the standpoint of Time; when we get to the Eternal side of God’s Providence we find He does not estimate a man by what he possesses; the only thing He is after is union with Himself, and He will obliterate all our possessions until He leaves only Himself. As long as I have something from God which I possess, I have not got God. God gives us possessions in order to draw us to Himself, and when we get God we are no longer conscious of our possessions, but conscious only of God. What possesses me in a yielded life to God is God Himself.

	According to Jesus Christ a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses—not only in the way of goods and chattels, but in the way of a good name, a virtuous character; these things are a man’s inheritance, but not his life. When the Holy Spirit begins to try and break into the house of our possessions in order to grant us the real life of God, we look on Him as a robber, as a disturber of our peace, because when He comes He reveals the things which are not of God and must go; and they are the things which constituted our life before He came in, our golden affections were carefully nested in them. The thing that hurts shows where we live. If God hurts it is because we are not living rightly related to Him, and if we say “the devil” instead of “God,” it is evidence that we are living a sequestered life of our own apart from God.

	Watch the opportunities of filling up “that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ.” When I am possessed by God it is not that He gives me power to love like He does, but that the very nature of God loves through me, just as He put up with the things in me which were not of Him, so He puts up with the things which are not of Him in others through me, and what is manifested is the love of God, the love that suffers long and is kind, the love that does not take account of evil, the love that never fails. Just as my Lord was made broken bread and poured-out wine for me, so I must be made broken bread and poured-out wine in His hands for others. What is meant by “in His hands” is seen in the kind of things that bruise me—tyrannic powers, misunderstanding people, things that ordinarily I would have resented and said, “No, I can’t allow that.” Is there being produced in me, through the crushing of His disguised feet, the wine that is a real quickening of other lives? A yielded life to God becomes a doormat for men. He leaves us here to be trampled on.

	
The Person of Our Lord

	There is a difference between being “the offspring of God” (Acts 17:28) and being “sons of God” (John 1:12). “Offspring” means that our genus originated with God; we can only become “sons” of God by a specific act of regeneration.

	Jesus Christ is the “only begotten Son”†; His whole personality is Son-ship.

	Every Christian knows Jesus Christ as God, not as the equivalent of God; the call to proclaim Him to others means that I see Him and know Him as God. There is no God that is not Father, Son and Holy Ghost—the Triune aspect of one God, from all Eternity to all Eternity. If I am ever going to get to God as Father I must come to Him through the miraculously provided way: “I am the Way,” said Jesus, “no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.”

	Beware of coming to the study of the Person of our Lord with preconceived ideas, e.g., that the nature of Deity is necessarily omnipotence, etc. The ultimate display of Deity is omnipotence, but the essential nature of Deity is holiness. Deity can be limited by choice. Our Lord, as Son of Man, deliberately limited omnipotence, omniscience and omnipresence in Himself, yet to His own consciousness He was “on an equality with God” (rv): “I and My Father are one.”The great revelation the Bible gives of God is the opposite of what we are apt to imagine Him to be, it is a revelation not of the majestic power of God, but of the fact that God was “manifested in the flesh” (rv); that God became Incarnate as a Baby in the Person of His Son. That is the last reach of Self-limitation.

	We have to remember what our Lord presents by His life on earth: He presents the goal to which we have to attain by means of His death on the Cross, and the progress His own life went through from Childhood to Manhood represents for us the progress our spiritual life will go through after we are born again of the Spirit. Man was not so created as to be able to reach the goal by drawing the required power from his own resources, he needed the aid of continual communications of life from God, and the reason of our Lord’s coming was in order that the normal development of man, which sin had interrupted, might begin afresh.

	There are two kinds of incompleteness—the incompleteness which is simply that which is growing to completeness: a child is a perfect human being in the sense of all his adjustments being right, but he is not a perfected human being in the sense of full growth and maturity, therefore the effort of a child to do a thing and not succeed, is not in the same category as failure through wilfulness, it is the limitation of his growing powers that prevents him succeeding. But alongside that is an incompleteness which comes from the presence of an opposing force, something which makes me say “I won’t.” A man with an impulse towards God and all that is right has also an impulse towards that which is against God, he is divided in two; it is not a question of imperfect growth but of downright opposition which not only makes for incompleteness, but makes an hiatus that cannot be bridged. No power outside God can alter that “I won’t” into “I will.” “I won’t” is not imperfect “I will,” and it will never develop into “I will.”

	There was no incompleteness in that sense in our Lord; He “grew, and . . . increased in wisdom and stature” (Luke 2:40, 52), and when we are born again it means that Christ is “formed” in us, then we have to “grow up in all things into Him” (rv). But that will to oppose must be dealt with before I can do that; I can’t develop as Jesus did unless He takes out of me that which never was in Him. If He can do that, then I can begin to understand how He is my Example; but He is not my Example unless the Redemption has been made of practical effect in me.

	When Jesus Christ, the last Adam, came He entered on the same plane as the first Adam, and from that same stage of innocence He worked out the perfect life of holiness that God required, which Adam failed to do. But He had to do more, He had to put the whole human race back, not to where Adam was, but to where Adam had never been, viz., to where He is Himself, an inconceivably higher position. Through His death on the Cross Jesus Christ not only readjusts a man in conscience and heart to God, He does something grander, He imparts to him the power to do all God wants, He presences him with Divinity, i.e., the Holy Spirit, so that he is garrisoned from within, and enabled to live without blame before God††. Blameless does not mean perfection, but undeserving of censure in God’s sight. That is the full meaning of being baptised with the Holy Ghost. Then, and only then, does Jesus become our Example.

	We are being told nowadays how like Jesus is to ourselves—thank God He is not! The revelation of Jesus in the New Testament is that He is absolutely unlike us. Never attempt dextrously to show how altogether human Jesus is; allow the facts of Bible revelation to show you the absolute difference between ourselves and Jesus Christ, and because of this difference He is able to lift us up into likeness with Himself, to conform us to His own image.

	What kind of attitude have we got to Jesus Christ? are we dictating to Him in pious phraseology what we intend to let Him do in us, or letting His life be manifested in our mortal flesh as we obey? Is my experience worth His while? If I am not a saint, it was not worth his while. I can be devout, I can put on a pious pose, religious circumspection will do all that, but has there been such an alteration in me that I know nothing at all can account for it saving the almighty grace of God working in me to will and to do of His good pleasure? The net result of the teaching of Jesus is to produce despair—if it has never produced despair in me I have not heard it aright; but that despair brings me to the place where I am willing to come, “just as I am, without one plea,” and accept as an unmerited gift the Salvation wrought out by Jesus Christ.

	
“What Is Truth?”

	John 18:38

	The Personality of Truth is the great revelation of Christianity—“I am . . . the Truth.” Our Lord did not say He was “all truth” so that we could go to His statements as to a text-book and verify things; there are domains, such as science and art and history, which are distinctly man’s domains and the boundaries of our knowledge must continually alter and be enlarged; God never encourages laziness. The question to be asked is not, “Does the Bible agree with the findings of modern science?” but, “Do the findings of modern science help us to a better understanding of the things revealed in the Bible?”

	Again, the Bible has much to say about truth of speech, e.g., “speak ye truth each one with his neighbour” (Ephesians 4:25 rv): but this aspect, important as it is, is not what our Lord means when He says, “I am . . . the Truth.” However, it is well, bearing in mind the deceitfulness and subtlety of the human heart, for us to remember that

	The truth that’s told with bad intent 
 Beats all the lies you can invent.

	 

	And none of us ever gets beyond the need of the warning that “lying lips are an abomination to the Lord.” But we would not have needed the Bible, or the illumination of the Holy Spirit, or our Lord Himself to come and tell us about these things, our own human wisdom and ingenuity would have taught us.

	1. Truth Incarnate

	“And the Word became flesh” (rv)—that means not only the expression of the Mind of God, but the expression of the Mind of God Incarnate. God gave His final revelation in Jesus Christ; then He set processes at work for the re-organisation of the whole of humanity. Jesus Christ is the Truth, an Incarnate Ideal; to be “in Christ”  means that through regeneration and sanctification that Ideal can become a reality, so that in my mortal flesh there is manifested that which is easily discerned to be “the life also of Jesus.” We are to be incorporated into the truth. The ideal is not a vague end into which we evolve more or less blindly, we “grow up in all things into Him.” There is a danger of seeing the truth and the true clearly with our minds, while the life and character lag woefully behind. In Christian work who has not met with clearness in verbal doctrine, almost dictatorial clearness, and wrong, almost quite wrong, attitudes in life and conduct? “He that doeth truth cometh to the light” (John 3:21). “Everyone that is of the truth heareth My voice” (John 18:37). “. . . that we know Him that is true, and we are in Him that is true, even in His Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 5:20). These passages make it clear that being “of the truth” refers to a condition of character. Much is written about our Lord speaking so simply that anyone could understand, and we forget that while it remains true that the common people heard Him gladly, no one, not even His own disciples, understood Him until after the Resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit, the reason being that a pure heart is the essential requirement for being “of the truth.” “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.”

	2. Truth Interpreted

	. . . no prophecy of scripture is of private interpretation. (2 Peter 1:20 rv)

	 

	We are never left with a revelation without an interpretation of it. A revelation fact needs a corresponding revelation to interpret it. Just as Jesus Christ is the final revelation of God, so the Bible is the final revelation interpreting Him. Our Lord Jesus Christ (The Word of God) and the Bible (the accompanying revelation) stand or fall together, they can never be separated without fatal results. The words of the Bible apart from being interpreted by the Word of God, are worse than lifeless, they kill (2 Corinthians 3:6). But when a soul is born from above (rv mg) and lifted to the atmosphere of the domain where our Lord lives, the Bible becomes its native air, its words become the storehouse of omnipotence, its commands and prophecies become alive, its limitless horizons brace the heart and mind to a new consciousness, its comforts in Psalms† and prayers and exhortations delight the whole man. And better than all, the Lord Jesus Christ becomes the altogether Lovely One, it is in His light that we see light , it is in Him that we become new creatures. He who is the Word of God unfolds to us the revelation of God until we say in sacred rapture, “I hold in my hands the Thought of God.”

	What is needed is a final court of appeal, and this we have in the Bible. It is not a question of the infallibility of the Bible, that is a side issue; but of the finality of the Bible. The Bible is a whole library of literature giving us the final interpretation of the Truth, and to take the Bible apart from that one supreme purpose is to have a book and nothing more; and further, to take our Lord Jesus Christ away from the revelation of Him given in the Bible is to be left with one who is open to all the irreverent slanders of unbelief.

	“The Truth” is our Lord Himself; “the whole truth” is the inspired Scripture interpreting the Truth to us; and “nothing but the truth” is the Holy Spirit, “the Spirit of truth,”efficaciously regenerating and sanctifying us, and guiding us into “all the truth” (rv).

	
After Obedience—What?

	Mark 6:45-52

	1. Constrained by Christ

	And straightway He constrained His disciples to get into the ship, and to go to the other side. . . . (Mark 6:45)

	 

	We are apt to imagine that if Jesus Christ constrains us and we obey Him, He will lead us to great success; but He does not. We would have thought these men would have had a most successful time, but their obedience led them into a great disaster. If our Lord has ever constrained you, and you obeyed Him, what was your dream of His purpose? Never put your dream of success as God’s purpose for you; His purpose may be exactly the opposite.

	2. Consternation by Obedience

	And He saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth watch of the night He cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed by them. (Mark 6:48)

	 

	The obedience of the disciples led them into the greatest trouble they had known. Jesus did not go with them, a storm came, and they were at their wits’ end—“the ship was in the midst of the sea, and He alone on the land.” They thought they were going straight to the other aide: Jesus knew they would face a storm in the centre of the lake.

	Each one of us has had similar experiences—“I did obey God’s voice; I am sure He led me to do this and that,” and yet these very things have led to consternation in our lives. Beware of saying the devil deceived you. It is as true for saints as for anyone else that “there is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” We have nothing whatever to do with what men call success or failure. If God’s command is clear, and the constraint of His Spirit is clear, we have nothing to do with the result of our obedience. The purpose of God in calling us is not something in the future, but this very minute—“Now is the accepted time,” always now; God’s training is for now, not presently. The ultimate issue will be manifested presently, but we have nothing to do with the afterwards of obedience. We get wrong when we think of the afterwards, the purpose of God is our obedience. Never have a material end in your mind and imagine that God is working towards that by means of your obedience; that is man’s way of looking at things. What man calls training and preparation, God calls the end. The end God has in mind is to enable us to see that He can walk on the chaos of our lives just now. “He is there”! The first time we saw Him we were terrified; the “other side” was covered with clouds, the surroundings became wild, and the wind contrary. With how many is the wind contrary these days!

	There was no point of rest for the natural mind of the disciples as to what Jesus was after—it was the deep, the dark, and the dreadful: our Lord’s purpose was that they should see Him walking on the sea. We have an idea that God is leading us to a certain goal; He is not. The question of getting to a particular end is a mere incident. “For I know the plans that I am planning for you, saith the Lord, plans of welfare, and not of calamity, to give you an expected end” (see Jeremiah 29:11). What men call the process, God calls the end. If you can stay in the midst of the turmoil unperplexed and calm because you see Jesus, that is God’s purpose in your life; not that you may be able to say, “I have done this and that and now it’s all right.” God’s purpose for you is that you depend upon Him and His power now; that you see Him walking on the waves—no shore in sight, no success, just the absolute certainty that it is all right because you see Him.

	3. Confused by Calm

	And He went up unto them into the ship; and the wind ceased: and they were sore amazed in themselves beyond measure, and wondered. (Mark 6:51)

	 

	After we have obeyed there is a sudden calm, and unless we are well taught by the Spirit of God, we are afraid of this calm and imagine it is a preparation for some tremendous strain.

	“For they understood not concerning [rv] the loaves: for their heart was hardened.”The way our heart is hardened is by sticking to our convictions instead of to Christ. Look back at your life with God and you will find that He has made havoc of your convictions, and now the one thing that looms larger and larger is Jesus Christ and Him only, God and God only. “And this is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God.” Convictions and creeds are always about God; eternal life is to know Him.

	“Let not your heart be troubled.” When we dream of ourselves in God’s service our hearts do get troubled—“I think this is what God is preparing me for.” God is not preparing you for anything, obedience is its own end in the purpose of God; be faithful to Him. Never say, “I wonder what God is doing with me just now.” That is no business of yours, and the Spirit of God will never give you an answer. If you are spiritual I defy you to tell anyone what God is preparing you for; the preparation is His end.

	Can I see Jesus in my present circumstances? Is it an obscure farther shore, with wild waves between? can I see Him walking on the waves? Is it a fiery furnace? can I see Him walking in the midst of the fire? Is it a placid, commonplace day? can I see Him there? If so, that is the perpetual mystery of the guidance of God, that is Eternal Life. We have to be transformed by the renewing of our mind, that we may “prove what is the will of God, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect” (rv mg), not the thing that is going to be acceptable, but which is good and acceptable and perfect now. If we have a further end in view we do not pay sufficient attention to the immediate minute; when we know that obedience is the end, then every moment is the most precious.

	 

	
Righteousness

	Righteousness means “living and acting according to right and justice.”

	1. Righteousness of God

	I will make mention of Thy righteousness, even of Thine only. (Psalm 71:16)

	 

	The righteousness of God must be the foundation of our life as Christians. It is easy to talk about God’s righteousness and His justice, but too often we banish the revelation of His character into the limbo of the abstract; we accept His righteousness as a theological doctrine, but we do not believe it practically. In the Bible “theological” and “practical” stand for the same thing. The greatest demand God makes of us is to believe that He is righteous when everything that happens goes against that faith.

	(a) In Creation

	And God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very good. (Genesis 1:31)

	 

	What God created is a satisfaction to God, but to no one less than God, consequently until we come to know Him there is a great deal in His creation we shrug our shoulders over; but when we come to understand God we are as delighted with His creation as He is Himself. A child enjoys what God created, everything is wonderful to him. When the Son of God came on to this earth “His own things” (rv mg) recognised Him—“Who then is this, that He commandeth even the winds and the water, and they obey Him?” (Luke 8:25 rv).

	The constructed world of man is not the created world of God. The sin of man has polluted the material earth, and it will have to go through a cremation, out of which will emerge “new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” That which God created can never finally be bad. God demands of His children the practical belief that all that stands for Creation is upheld by His righteousness. The One who made the world and who upholds all things by the word of His power, is the One who keeps His saints.

	(b) In History (Isaiah 40:12-17)

	Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance. (Isaiah 40:15)

	 

	Another demand God makes of His children is that they believe not only that He is not bewildered by the confused hubbub of the nations, but that He is the abiding Factor in the hubbub. The Bible conception of the righteousness of God at work in history is that of fire, intense blazing heat, in the flames of which the nations are seen to be tumbling into confusion as well as rising out of it. If you look at history through the medium of rational common-sense you do not see God, you see only confusion and the passions of men, and, at times, what we are seeing just now, the frantic contortions of war. Sin has not only infected material things, it is the common inheritance of the human race; but the time is coming when it will be impossible for sin to be on the earth any more, when the very material earth will be shot through with the glory of God’s presence, and when man himself will be “conformed to the image of His Son.” Meantime there is the conclusion and the agony which make men say, “There is no God.” These things are the evidence that God is.

	(c) In Providence

	He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness. . . . (Psalm 23:3)

	 

	The word “righteousness” in this connection is instructive; it means that God leads His children “in the rightness,” no matter in what providential dispensation they live, whether in personal cataclysms or national cataclysms. We have to accept God’s purpose in the providential jumble of things, then He leads us in the paths of righteousness wherever we are placed, and continually restores our souls.

	2. Righteousness before God

	By His knowledge shall My righteous Servant justify many: and He shall bear their iniquities. (Isaiah 53:11 rv)

	 

	(a) In Christ

	The wisdom of God is shown in that Jesus Christ is “made unto us . . . righteousness” (1 Corinthians 1:30). The meaning of the Redemption is that God can justify the unjust and remain righteous, and He does it through the Cross of Christ. It is not a thing to reason out, but a thing to have resolute faith in. I do not come before God and say, “Lord, I have prayed; I have obeyed”: I stand before God without the tiniest excuse, and discover that Christ, the Just, suffered for the unjust; the Righteous for the unrighteous.

	(b) In Concentration

	“If ye keep My commandments, ye shall abide in My love” (John 15:10). Righteousness cannot be imitated. If I abide in Jesus, His righteousness is done through me. Nowadays the tendency is to switch away from abiding in Christ; it is—“Do this,” and “Do that.” You cannot do anything at all that does not become, in the rugged language of Isaiah, “as filthy rags,” no matter how right it looks, if it is divorced from abiding in Christ. Haul yourself up a hundred times a day till you learn to abide. Ask yourself—Is this work, this activity, deflecting me from abiding in Christ? If so, then fling it overboard.

	(c) In Communion

	“. . . not having a righteousness of mine own, . . . but that which is through faith in Christ” (Philippians 3:9 rv). To experience the loss of my own goodness is to enter into communion with God through Christ. Paul saw what it would mean—I must give up my right to myself, give up my boasted goodness; he estimated it exactly, and not only estimated it, but experienced it—“for whom I have suffered the loss of all things . . . that I may . . . be found in Him” (rv). If I try to be right, it is a sure sign I am wrong; the only way to be right is by stopping the humbug of trying to be and remaining steadfast in faith in Jesus Christ. “He that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as He is righteous.”

	
God’s Methods

	Go ye, and stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this Life. Acts 5:20 (rv)

	 

	1. The Men of God’s Method

	We have to find out God’s methods, not try to get God to approve our methods.

	Go ye . . .

	 

	It would be an interesting study to trace out what our Lord taught in connection with the verb “to go.”

	The men with God’s “go” in them have these three characteristics—a saving experience; the evidence of supernatural power at work, and the spiritual efficacy of success in prayer.

	Unless a preacher has had a saving experience, been set free from some “prison,” he has not got God’s “go” in him. If this test were put to every preacher and Sunday School teacher—Has Jesus Christ done anything for you you could not do for yourself? has He set you free from the “prison” of a wrong disposition? Set you free from the tyranny of nerves? from pride? from a wrong mental outlook?—the result straightaway would be to thin the number of those who are at work for God, and those that were left would be the men of God’s method. The man of God’s method says—“I know I have been delivered by God; I don’t know how He did it, but I know He did it.”

	How strongly spiritual efficacy in prayer is marked all through the Acts of the Apostles! It is the sign Jesus Christ gives that we believe in Him (see John 14:12-13). Prayer that is not saturated in the New Testament is apt to be based on human earnestness. God never hears prayer because a man is in earnest; He hears and answers prayer that is on the right platform—we have “boldness to enter into the holy place by the blood of Jesus”(rv), and by no other way. It is not our agony and our distress, but our childlike confidence in God.

	2. The Manner of God’s Men

	and stand . . .

	 

	It takes a tremendously strong man to stand—“and having done all, to stand” (Ephesians 6:13). Not fight, but stand. The men of God’s method are never hustled, never enticed, they won’t allow themselves to be deflected, they know what they are there for. “None of these things move me,” said Paul, “you may execrate me, or praise me, it makes no difference; I am here for only one thing—to fulfil the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus.”

	and speak to the people . . .

	 

	How few of us do speak! When we talk to a soul, we talk like a tract! When Jesus talked to the woman of Samaria He did not use a prescribed form of address, He told her Divine truth and made her aware of her sin. When He talked to the disciples on the road to Emmaus, their hearts burned within them. The characteristic of the man of God’s method is that he can speak to a sinner and win him before the sinner knows where he is; he can speak to saints and make their hearts burn.

	in the temple . . .

	—i.e., the place where God ought to be honoured. The danger is to want to go into the show business. No man with his eyes on God ever went outside “the temple” to bear his testimony.

	3. The Message of God’s Men

	. . . all the words of this Life.

	—i.e., Jesus Christ, proclaim Him. Don’t preach salvation; don’t preach holiness; don’t preach the baptism of the Holy Ghost; preach Jesus Christ and everything else will take its right place. The sanctification of the Bible never fixes you on the fact that you are delivered from sin: it fixes you on the One who is Sanctification. Sanctification is not something Jesus Christ gives me, it is Himself in me.

	“And how shall they preach, except they be sent?” How am I to know I am sent? The only way we can be sent is by God deliberately lifting us out of any sense of fitness in ourselves; I realise I am utterly weak and powerless, and that if I am to be of any use for God, He must do it in me all the time. We talk about our utter unfitness, our overwhelming sense of unsuitability, but are they mere sentimental phrases, or the humble certainty of our souls? The Spirit of God allows us to scrutinise ourselves sufficiently till we know what Paul means when he said, “we . . . are weak in Him.” The worker whose work tells for God is the one who realises what God has done in him.

	“My word . . . shall not return unto Me void”—that is the perennial, unbreakable hope of the preacher; he knows the power of the word of God and he builds his confidence nowhere else but in God.

	
Blessing and Beatitude

	Matthew 5:43-48

	Ye therefore shall be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. Matthew 5:48 (rv)

	 

	By “Blessing” we mean the great magnanimous overflowing of the heart of God to all people, whether they be good, bad, or indifferent. By “Beatitude” we mean the overflowing benediction of a life that is rightly related to God—character that lives within the frontiers where God makes Himself known. So many people think they must be right with God because He blesses them. This needs correcting, and we must get rightly related to the wonderful truths hidden in these verses.

	1. The Good

	In the first place, God’s blessings fall, like His rain, on evil and good alike. The great blessings of health, genius, prosperity, all come from His overflowing grace, and not from the condition of the character of the recipients. For instance, if health were a sign that a man is right with God, we should lose all distinction as to what a good character is, for many bad men enjoy good health. It is humbling and illuminating to catch the profound meaning of the Apostle Paul’s statement to Timothy: “If we believe not, yet He abideth faithful: He cannot deny Himself” (2 Timothy 2:13). All man’s unfaithfulness, all man’s sins,

	. . . alters God no more 
 Than our dimmed eyes can quench the stars in heaven.

	 

	There is no element of the vindictive in our great and good God. But to come more personally home to our individual spiritual lives. We get a sweet, all-embracing sense and feeling of God’s blessing in certain atmospheres—in churches, with certain people, in Camp meetings, in times of revival; but if we mistake that sweet sense of the blessing of God for being right with God, great harm is done to our spiritual character.

	2. The Better

	Or take it in the more subtle matter of private prayer. How many of us pray simply in order to feel the presence and blessing of God upon us, and mistake that for the answer? Such prayer is not transaction with God at all, it is in its final analysis an indulgence of the finer sensibilities. This idea of prayer gives rise to the thought of the present day that prayer is merely a reflex action on the life which quietens it, whereas New Testament praying is getting hold of a personal God through the opening up of a channel whereby God can deal directly with those for whom we pray. Such prayer humbles the soul always, and gives the life the benediction of being rightly related to God.

	This aspect of things throws a great light on what is often a perplexity. At the outset of the Christian career the blessing of God is so sensible, so marked by feeling, that the Christian walks more by sight than by faith, God’s caressings seem to be so upon him. But there comes a time in the life of the disciple when God withdraws these comforts, when joy in God is not what it used to be, when His presence is not so sweet, and when a strange dull grey (if one might say so) seems to fall over the spiritual life. For a time the soul gets into deep darkness; then he begins to realise that God is but teaching him the difference between walking in the light of blessings and entering into the experience of the Divine beatitudes; or, to put it more simply, God is taking the soul out of the realm of religious feeling and emotion into the realm of faith. “But without faith it is impossible to please Him.”

	3. The Best

	One of the great marks that the blessings of God are being rightly used is that they lead us to repentance. “. . . not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?” Repentance in the New Testament sense means just the difference between a sanctified and an unsanctified soul. The only repentant man in the New Testament sense is the holy man, one who is rightly related to God by the Atonement of Jesus and has become a written epistle, “known and read of all men.” How many of us have allowed the goodness of God to lead us to repentance? Or are we so enjoying the blessings of God, like the beasts of the field, taking them as our due and not seeing behind them the great loving hand of God, whose heart is overflowing in tremendous love?

	Another practical issue: if God makes no difference in His external blessings to men, who are we that we should? One of the chief stagnating influences on spiritual character is this reasoning—“Do they deserve it?” How much do any of us deserve the blessings of God? Let us ever remember that to enter into the experience of God’s beatitudes is to find ourselves able to show to our fellow-men the same unmerited mercy, the same unselfish, unmerited love that God has shown to us. Jesus told His disciples that this is indeed the test: “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses”† (rv).

	God grant we may realise more and more, with enlightened eyes and chastened hearts, “the blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and toil addeth nothing thereto” (rv mg); and may this external blessing of God surround the heart that has been made pure by the blood of the Lamb††, that both together may witness in a life that is a blessing and a beatitude.

	
The Kingdom

	1. The Prevailing Characteristics of the Kingdom

	Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? and who shall stand in His holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart. . . . (Psalm 24:3-4 rv)

	 

	The prevailing characteristics of the Kingdom Jesus represents are moral characteristics. There must be an alteration in me before I can be in the Kingdom, or the Kingdom can be in me, and that can only be by means of an inner crisis, viz., regeneration. There must be something outside me which will alter me on the inside. Forgiveness is a miracle, because in forgiving a man God imparts to him the power to be exactly the opposite of what he has been: God transmutes the sinner who sinned into the saint who does not sin, consequently the only true repentant man is the holy man.

	To-day we are in danger of being caught up by the lure of wrong roads to the Kingdom—“Things must be worked out at once, we cannot wait, there must be results immediately.” If to benefit mankind is the whole purpose of God, quicker results could be produced apart from the Redemption, because the Redemption works appallingly slowly, according to our human standards. If all that is necessary is this hand-to-mouth business there is no need for all the teaching of Jesus, no need for patience until God’s purposes are fully worked out. To look on the precepts of the Sermon on the Mount as referring to a future dispensation is to rob the Cross of its meaning. If Jesus Christ cannot alter me now, so that the alteration shows externally in my home life, in my business life, when is He going to alter me? What is going to transform me so that I can love my enemies, can pray for those that persecute me,† if I cannot do it now? No suffering or discipline on my part will make me any different; the only thing that will make me different is being born again into the Kingdom of God. To look for death to make me holy is to make out that death, which is “the last enemy,” is going to do what the Atonement cannot do. The Cross of Christ alone makes me holy, and it does so the second I am willing to let it.

	The Kingdom of God is latent in the Cross, but don’t spiritualise the Kingdom into vagueness, and don’t materialise it into non-spirituality. The essential foundation of the Kingdom is the spiritual aspect, and this is apt to be forgotten. In this dispensation the emphasis is on the Kingdom within, but in another dispensation there is to be an external manifestation of the Kingdom. To say that the Kingdom is going to be brought in by the earth being swept clean through wars and cataclysms is not true; you cannot introduce the Kingdom in that way, it is impossible. Nothing can bring in the Kingdom saving the Redemption, which works in personal lives through the Cross and in no other way.

	2. The Power of the Kingdom in Present Circumstances (Luke 22:24-27)

	And He said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles have lordship over them; . . . but ye shall not be so. (Luke 22:25-26 rv)

	 

	Naturally we think of a kingdom as being ruled and governed by superiors—“The kings of the Gentiles have lordship over them; . . . but ye shall not be so.” The central meaning of the Kingdom is my personal relationship to my Lord. These words of Jesus reveal His mind regarding the Kingdom, and they also reveal the disciples’ mind—“And there arose also a contention among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest”†† (rv). If the disciples’ idea is the right one, our Lord’s idea of the Kingdom is an impossibility. We have to interpret Jesus Christ’s idea of the Kingdom from His nature, not from our own. One individual set over against another must insist on obedience, but in the Kingdom Jesus represents that is never the way to freedom; in His Kingdom absolute obedience is the only way to personal emancipation. Our use of the word “obedience” is that of an inferior submitting to a superior, in the New Testament the word is used as between equals (cf. Hebrews 5:8). Our Lord never takes means to make us obey Him; when we do obey it is through a oneness of spirit with Him. The reason things are found difficult is because we base everything on our natural independence, our natural morality and uprightness. Our Lord bases His Kingdom on none of these things but on the poverty of spirit which is willing to receive—“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3). In the Higher Christian Life Movements the Cross as the centre of the heart of God and as the centre of our personal experience, is apt to be ignored; it is, “You must pray more, you must give up this and that”; anything but the need to be born again into a totally new kingdom and to enter into a oneness of spirit with Jesus Christ. We have so insisted on the individual aspect that we have lost sight of the oneness Jesus prayed for—“that they may be one, even as We are one.” It is a fundamental relationship, and we don’t think on fundamental lines, but only on the line of practical efficiency.

	The Christian life is stamped all through with impossibility, human nature cannot come anywhere near what Jesus Christ demands, and any rational being facing His demands honestly, says, “It can’t be done, apart from a miracle.” Exactly. In our modern conception of Christianity there is no miracle, the emphasis is put not on the regenerating power of the Cross, but on individual consecrations, individual fasting and prayer, individual devotion. It is simply individualism veneered over with religious phraseology. There is no need for the Cross of Christ for all that kind of thing. The only entrance into the Kingdom is the Cross; then when we are born again by means of the Cross and are in the Kingdom of God, we have to live out its laws. It is not that we take the precepts of the Sermon on the Mount and try to live them out literally, but that as we abide in Christ we live out its precepts unconsciously. Being in the Kingdom, we are fit now to live out its laws, and we obey Jesus Christ’s commands because of our love for Him.

	Too often the Kingdom is thought of as something to which Jesus is not at all necessary. He does not stand in relation to it where the New Testament places Him, viz., as King. It is not natural to us to think of Jesus as King; in the New Testament it is the most natural view. We are much more inclined to think of Him in a sentimental way as Saviour and sympathising Friend; in the New Testament there is something much more vigorous. He is Saviour in order that He might be King. If I am going to be of any use to Jesus Christ I must spend a great deal of time with Him as my Lord and Master, then He can reveal Himself through me to others. Christianity is not being spent in the service of men, but being spent out in the service of my Lord. What we hear about to-day is devotion to causes; the Kingdom can never be established externally as a cause.

	“My kingdom is not of this world . . .” (John 18:36)—“You can have no notion of My kingdom from the kingdoms of this world.” It is the duty of any upright man to oppose wrong, but Jesus Christ did not come to enable us to do that. He came to put within us a new spirit, to make us members of His Kingdom while we are in this world—not against the world, and not of it, but in the world, exhibiting an otherworldly spirit. The popular evangelical idea that we are to be against the world in the sense of a pitched battle with it, is simply an expression of the spirit of the world dressed up in a religious guise. Our Lord was not against the world in that sense; He submitted to its providential order of tyranny, but there was no compromise in His spirit, and the model of the Christian’s spirit is Christ Himself. There is a religious cult which courts persecution. Jesus said, “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, . . . for My sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad.” It is by our spiritual choices that we maintain a right relation to the world. When a man ceases conflicting the world by spiritual choices, he succumbs to it and becomes part of the world that needs saving instead of being a saviour in the world.

	
Don’t Think Now—Take the Road

	If any man would come after Me, let him deny himself. . . . Matthew 16:24 (rv)

	 

	1. Recognise, but Don’t Stop to Reckon

	And Peter went down from the boat, and walked upon the waters, to come to Jesus. (Matthew 14:29 rv)

	 

	We are all inclined to recognise the right thing and reckon with the wrong; inclined to recognise the real thing and reckon with the actual. In the incident recorded here the wind was actually boisterous, the water was actually water, the waves were actually high, but Peter did not see any of these at first, he did not reckon with them, he simply stepped straight out in recognition of his Master and walked on the water to go to Jesus. Then he began to reckon with actual things, with the wind and the waves, and down he went instantly. Why could not our Lord have kept Peter at the bottom of the water as well as on the top of it? Only the recognition of Jesus Christ as Lord could have made either possible. If I recognise Jesus as my Lord, I have no business with where He engineers my circumstances. If He gives me the pictorial thrill of enabling me to do something ostensibly wonderful, and then suddenly alters my circumstances and puts me, so to speak, at the bottom of the ocean, what right have I to be afraid? If Jesus Christ can keep me walking on the top of the waves, He can keep me underneath them.

	God often does things in order to teach us whether we are denying ourselves or only thinking about doing it. We step right out in faith on God over some matter, then self-consideration enters in and down we go. We have to learn how to rely completely on God; let actual things be what they may, we have to keep recognising Him. Whether it be walking on top of the waves or underneath them makes not the slightest difference to God, therefore it need make no difference to us. The actual things are but immediately we look at them we cannot recognise Jesus, we are overwhelmed, and the rebuke comes—“O thou Of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?” Jesus Christ is educating us to the point of giving up our right to ourselves. How can I empty myself of my self? By not thinking any more about it, but by taking the road. Recognise Jesus as Lord, obey Him, and let the next thing happen as He wills.

	2. Recklessly Don’t Stop to Realise

	So when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his coat about him (for he was naked), and cast himself into the sea. (John 21:7 rv)

	 

	If you debate for a second when God has spoken, it is all up. Never try and realise more clearly and say, “I wonder if that is the Lord?” “I wonder if He did speak?” Be reckless immediately, fling it all out to Him, and you will suddenly find it is the Lord, and that He has nourishment already prepared for you; and you may also find that He has a very searching thing to say to you. God always speaks quietly, and if you try to catch an echo of His voice you will never hear it. When the moment comes and you hear, as it were from someone else, “It is the Lord,” recklessly abandon immediately. If you say, “I thought it was God’s voice,” but you did not recklessly obey, you will find it has gone and you will have to wait now. When God’s voice will come you do not know, but whenever the realisation of God comes again in the faintest way imaginable, recklessly abandon. It is only by abandon that you find Him. Never make the mistake of thinking that God speaks unmistakably clearly; He speaks in the gentlest of whispers, so unutterably quiet that it is not easy to hear Him. We only realise His voice more clearly by recklessness.

	3. Relinquish, and Don’t Stop to Reason

	Verily, verily I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdest thyself, . . . but when thou shalt be old, . . . another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. (John 21:18)

	 

	Over and over again our convictions have to be abandoned until we learn that Jesus Christ is to be All in all. When God’s word becomes clear by His Spirit making it living, relinquish your own notions instantly. You have nothing whatever to do with what sits on you, all you have to do is to relinquish and be sat on—“I know how to be abased” (rv) said the Apostle Paul. Relinquish in accordance with what Jesus Christ says; don’t stop to reason, but take everything that transpires as being absolutely in accordance with God’s order.

	One of the last things we learn is that God engineers our circumstances; we do not believe He does, we say we do. Never look for second causes; if you do, you will go wrong. We blunder when we look at circumstances as secondary, “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.”

	Don’t say—“Thy will be done,” but see it is done.

	
Matters for Maturity

	Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God. 2 Timothy 1:8

	 

	This is the message of a veteran soldier to a young soldier. Timothy was constitutionally timid, and Paul had a marvellous solicitude for him, but he never allowed him to give way to self-pity. “Be instant in season, out of season,” whether you feel like it or not; whether you feel well or ill, keep at it. It is a fight which means no rest till it issues in a glorious victory for God.

	1. Danger of Dereliction

	Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord . . .

	 

	In Revelation 19:10 these striking words occur: “for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy,” and the purpose of the antagonist of God is to destroy that testimony (see Revelation 12:17). The testimony of Jesus to Himself is being explained away to-day, men and women are swerving from the Truth. The power and vigour of the Holy Spirit in lives must go further than the threshold of the experience of being right with God; bit by bit the battle for God and for His truth must be pushed, and the only way to push it is by an experimental belief in Jesus Christ’s testimony regarding Himself.

	If we have been allowing the silting influence of modern tendencies to overcome us, God grant we may rouse ourselves and get back again to the moral and spiritual fighting trim, free from moral nervousness and spiritual timidity, trusting in God and going steadfastly on. A derelict ship is a danger to other ships, and a derelict in the pulpit, or in the Sunday school, or in the pew, is a desperately dangerous thing to souls on their way through life.

	2. Dread of Disloyalty

	nor of me His prisoner . . .

	 

	Nowadays loyalty to the saints is scarcely ever thought of. The Apostle Paul is telling Timothy to be loyal to him, and he uses a remarkable phrase—“His prisoner,” and yet Paul is always talking about liberty! Remaining true to Paul would be a real peril to Timothy’s personal liberty. Have some of us changed our Church membership because we no longer want to know certain “out and out” people? Do we welcome the “out and out” saint as we used to, or are we a little bit shocked when we hear the straight testimony of the saints who are “in prison”?

	Some saints have to be ugly in the eyes of the world for a time. The Holy Spirit makes us understand that in spiritual things it is the good that is the enemy of the best every time. Jesus said “If thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee.”† Off goes the right arm, out comes the right eye, and for a while the life is maimed; but slowly and surely God will bring it round to the perfected relationship. When you are in contact with saints in the maimed stage, be loyal to them. Remember the way you yourself had to go.

	Intercessory prayer is the test of our loyalty. When a man stands out as a “prisoner of the Lord,” the saints must garrison him by prayer. If Satan can make a servant of God bow his head in shame because of “the testimony of Jesus,” or because he knows a “prisoner of Jesus,”† he will soon succeed in making him disloyal to Christianity altogether.

	3. Discipline of Disfavour

	but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel . . .

	 

	The Gospel of God awakens an intense craving in men and an equally intense resentment, and the tendency is to do away with the resentment. Jesus Christ claims that He can remove the disposition of sin from every man; the only testimony worthy of the Name of Jesus is that He can make a sinner a saint. The most marvellous testimony to the Gospel is a holy man, one whose living experience reveals what God can do.

	4. Divine Dynamic

	. . . according to the power of God.

	 

	What is the purpose of God? That the historic Jesus should reproduce Himself by the might of His Atonement in every one who will “close” with Him, i.e., deny his right to himself and follow Him. It is not that Jesus Christ puts a permeating influence into a man; He stands outside a man and brings him to a crisis, and by means of that crisis reproduces Himself in him (see Galatians 4:19). Thank God, it is not only Timothy who had this marvellous counsel of Paul’s, we have it too; and it is not only the counsel of Paul, but of the grand order of heroes right up to the present day, men and women standing for one thing, “the testimony of our Lord.”

	
New Creation

	Wherefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature [“there is a new creation,” rv mg]. 2 Corinthians 5:17

	All God’s direct acts are creative.

	Forsyth

	 

	The creation performed by God is what the Apostle Paul calls it—a new creation; it is not the bringing out of something already there, but the creating of something which was never there before, an entirely new creation, as unlike anything born in a man by nature as Jesus Christ is unlike anything produced by the human race throughout its history.

	1. Invasion

	My little children, of whom I am again in travail until Christ be formed in you. (Galatians 4:19 rv)

	We all become Christians by a miracle, not by a verdict and not by an inference, but by a decision and an obedience.

	Forsyth

	 

	 It is impossible for a man to become a Christian by natural reasoning effort, which is simply the working of his own mind; a man becomes a Christian by there being wrought in him “a new creation,” and that new creation is the forming of the Son of God in him. “The old things are passed away; behold, they are become new” (rv): God does not discard the old, He creates that in the old which makes the old and the new one. By “old things” Paul means much more than “the old man,” he means everything that was our life as natural men before we were re-created in spirit by Christ; it involves a radical alteration until the whole life is Christ-centred and you can’t be roused to any other interest. Only one thing brings a man there, and that is the deliberate faith in God which will enable Him to perform the “new creation” by means of the Redemption of Jesus.

	“The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Most High shall overshadow thee: wherefore also that which is to be born shall be called holy, the Son of God” (Luke 1:35 rv). What happened to Mary, the mother of our Lord, historically in the conception of the Son of God has its counterpart in what takes place in every born-again soul. Mary represents the natural individual life which must be sacrificed in order that it may be transfigured into an expression of the real life of the Son of God. The individual life is the husk of the personal life, and because of the forming of the Son of God in me, the sword must go through it. (“Yea and a sword shall pierce through thine own soul,” Luke 2:35 rv). It is the natural virtues that battle, not sin as we think of sin, but pride, egotism, my temperament, my affinities; all that has to have the sword run clean through it mercilessly by God, and if I stick to my natural inheritance the sword must go through me. The new creation is based on the new man in Christ (see Ephesians 4:24), not on the natural gifts of the first Adam. The natural life is not obliterated, when I come to God in the abandon of faith He creates supernaturally on the basis of His own nature, and the Spirit of God makes me see to it that my natural life is lived in accordance with the new life formed in me. Our Lord can never be spoken of in terms of the natural virtues, they don’t apply to Him, and they don’t apply to the new man in Christ; all that is taken knowledge of in those possessed by Christ is that they have been with Jesus, the dominating personality that tells is that of the Son of God, it is His life that is being manifested.

	2. Incorporation

	. . . Christ in you, the hope of glory. (Colossians 1:27)

	. . . as God was in Christ historically, so He is in me now by the miracle of new birth. As God was manifest in Christ, so He is manifest in “Christ in me,” which is the hope of glory, being the ultimate outer external manifestation of that inner hidden miracle.

	Forsyth

	 

	Christ in me means ultimately “me” altogether in Christ. That is, Christ in me means that I am willing to let Christ grow in me. The obverse side of Christ in me is me in Christ; it is an incorporation. “That ye may be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inward man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith . . .” (Ephesians 3:16-17 rv)—how much of “me” is there there? The only thing of “me” is “the inward man,” all the rest is Christ. If my inward man is possessed and strengthened by the Spirit it means not only am I in union with Christ, but I am identical with Christ. Our Lord was not one with His Father by a union: the Father and the Son were identical. “I and My Father are one,” said Jesus. The Apostle Paul mentions this identical oneness when he says, “I live; and yet no longer I, but Christ liveth in me” (rv). What sounds mystical and impractical to anyone not born again is a glorious reality to the saint.

	Our Lord always speaks in terms of personality, never of individuality, and His conception of personality is His own oneness with the Father. The characteristic of my natural individual life is the opposite, it is all independence and pride, not only independent naturally, but independent of God. Christ never triumphs in my moral triumphs because they exalt that which is my inheritance by nature—that, God can only bless through sacrifice and death. The corrupting of the natural virtues is painful because it is a blow at the deepest inheritance of the natural man. The evidence of the new creation in me is that I submit to God more and more easily, surrender to Him more and more readily. “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13). God does the supernatural re-creating and the setting free of the will, I have to do the doing. It is not that I get a new point of view—you can get a new point of view through study, but it is the same “you”; when Jesus Christ gets possession of me it is another “me”; you may search for the old “me,” but you cannot find it. It is not that I consecrate my natural individual life to God, I immolate it, offer it up to God. The real burnt offering God requires is “a living sacrifice,” the giving back to God the best He has given me that it might be His and mine for ever.

	All this is involved in “becoming a Christian by a miracle.” “If only I could understand it all, it would make me a Christian”—you can only be made a Christian by a miracle, and you can stop at any point you like. “I don’t intend to go through this”—and you don’t need to; but it will be a terrific awakening when you see Jesus and realise that you prevented His getting glory in your life.

	3. Identification

	And ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s. (1 Corinthians 3:23)

	"Christ is God’s” in this connection is the return back to the original with that which the original never had. The original had the intention; the return back of Christ to God is the expression of the intention, and the expression of the intention is sinless humanity. That miraculous purpose is enacted in every individual saint’s life who is obedient to God because what is true of the universal is true of the particular.

	Forsyth

	 

	When a man follows up by obedience the performing of the new creation in him, he enters into identification with Christ. Identification is not experienceable; it is infinitely more fundamental than experience. We enter into identification by the door of obedience, but the oneness is a revelation. “Every spirit which confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God”—confess, that is, say with every corpuscle of your blood that Christ is come in your flesh and is being manifested. “And every spirit which confesseth not Jesus is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist . . .”(1 John 4:2-3 rv). We all have that in us which will connect us with the spirit of antichrist if we do not go through identification with Jesus in His death†† so that the life we now live proves that “old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” The miracle of becoming a Christian through the Redemption is that the Spirit of God bears us into His Kingdom, and then these things begin to be unveiled to us for our instruction; the danger is lest we refuse to “press on unto full growth” (rv mg).

	The new creation is not something you can hold in your hand and say, “What a wonderful thing God has done for me”; the one indelible sign of the new creation is “My peace.” It is never safe to trust in manifestations and experiences; where the miracle of the new creation touches the shores of our individual lives it is always on the line of “My peace I give unto you.” That is the meaning of, “And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ.”

	
 Spasmodic Spirituality

	Your goodness is as a morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away. Hosea 6:4

	 

	Fits of goodness may often be seen in a base character, indicating a capacity to be noble; but apart from that, all kinds of natures are conscious of moments of unusual power and insight and excellence. These moments are wonderful and delightful episodes in both intellectual and spiritual life, yet they nearly always leave the nature with a reaction. Such emotion is no more real goodness than a dewdrop is a diamond or a meteor a star. It is a perilous thing, eminently perilous, to experience “flashes struck from midnight” and not allow God to readjust the life to the level of that moment of insight. The spirituality the Spirit of God gives is entirely free from these passing episodes, the whole life is in keeping, its characteristic being persistence, which is the only sign of reality. A bird flies persistently and easily because the air is its domain and its world. A legal Christian is one who is trying to live in a rarer world than is natural to him. Our Lord said “If therefore the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed,” i.e., free from the inside, born from above (rv mg), lifted into another world where there is no strenuous effort to live in a world not natural to us, but where we can soar continually higher and higher because we are in the natural domain of spiritual life. One might almost say that our every effort to be good and our every effort to be holy is a sure sign that we are neither good nor holy. A child makes no effort to be the daughter or son of its parents, and a child of God born of the Spirit makes no conscious effort to be good or to be holy; but just as a child trying to imitate someone else’s mother is bound to fail, so the natural man trying to imitate God is bound to fail. When the child imitates his own mother he can do it with success, because the inherent nature of the child is like the mother; and when a Christian tries to imitate Jesus Christ he can do it easily because the Spirit of Jesus is in him. The strenuous effort of the saint is not to produce holiness, but to express in every circumstance the life of Jesus which is imparted to him by the Holy Ghost. That is Paul’s meaning in Philippians 2: “Work out your own salvation. . . . For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:12-13).

	The mourning of Jehovah over Ephraim and Judah is very wistful—“O Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? O Judah, what shall I do unto thee?” I wonder if any of us are causing the same wistful yearning to the Holy Ghost? if He has to mourn over us and say “your goodness is as a morning cloud”? “Therefore,” says God, “have I hewed them by the prophets; I have slain them by the words of My mouth.” The first thing that will bring an unnatural natural man to his senses before God is the word of God spoken by a man of God. I mean by an un-natural natural man, one who is trying by prayer, by effort, by Bible reading, to be a saint. In the Epistle to the Galatians Paul is writing to immature Christians, and he says, “Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?” (Galatians 4:16). They have been disenchanted by the rugged truth of the apostle’s words—“Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?”(Galatians 3:3). They had been reverting back to ritual and observances, trying to perfect themselves “by the flesh.” Oh the emancipation of the life that has realised the fulness of God which dwells in Christ Jesus! then it is not only natural, but easy and right to “mount up with wings as eagles.” No Christian has any right to be un-enthusiastic. “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit.” It is easy for many men to obey the first part of this injunction while they disobey the latter. We must be thrilled, and if human nature does not get its thrills from the right place, it will take them from the wrong. Enthusiasm means, to use the phrase of a German mystic, “intoxicated with God,” filled to overflowing with God; no spasmodic spirituality about us, but a perennial source of freshness, making us a delight to our Lord, and a channel of blessing to all with whom we come in contact. The sad and serious lapsing of many immature Christians who have not got the life more abundant, must cause many a heart-pang to our Lord. Are we “filled with the Spirit”? or is our experience one that manages to draw out of God enough grace to last the day, and at its close we say with a sigh, if we remember, “Oh well, thank God I have got through the day”? Could you imagine anything more utterly unlike the superabounding life of God the New Testament talks about? is that anything like the superconquering life Paul talks about? People say they are tired of life; no man was ever tired of life; the truth is that we are tired of being half dead while we are alive. What we need is to be transfigured by the incoming of a great and new life.

	Again the old message of the Psalms and the new message of the New Testament meet together—“All my fresh springs shall be in Thee” (Psalm 87:7, P.B.V.): “Of His fulness have all we received” (John 1:16). Are all the channels of our life open to God? are the channels of our body open for Divine health to come to us through the resurrection life of Jesus? are our hearts and imaginations and spirits open for the Divine insight and comfort and sanctification of God to come to us through the Atonement? If not, we are not only starving our own lives, but are a hindrance to the lives of others and a grief to our Lord.

	God grant that His Spirit may bring everyone of us to the place where the secret is learned and enjoyed that His strength is made perfect in our weakness. The realisation that my strength is always a hindrance to God’s supply of life is a great eye-opener. A man who has genius is apt to rely on his genius rather than on God. A man who has money is apt to rely on money instead of God. So many of us trust in what we have got in the way of possessions instead of entirely in God. All these sources of strength are sources of double weakness. But when we realise that our true life is “hid with Christ in God,” that we are “complete in Him,” in whom “dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily,” then His strength is radiantly manifested in our mortal flesh. God grant that every “spasmodic” saint may turn into a real sanctified saint, whose light and life and love shine more and more unto the perfect day.

	
The Bible

	The revelation of God’s will has been brought down to us in words. The Bible is not a book containing communications from God, it is God’s revelation of Himself, in the interests of grace; God’s giving of Himself in the limitation of words. The Bible is not a faery romance to beguile us for a while from the sordid realities of life, it is the Divine complement of the laws of Nature, of Conscience and of Humanity, it introduces us to a new universe of revelation facts not known to unregenerate commonsense. The only Exegete of these facts is the Holy Spirit, and in the degree of our reception, recognition, and reliance on the Holy Spirit will be our understanding. Facts in the natural domain have to be accepted, and facts in the revelation domain have to be accepted; our explanation of facts is always open to alteration, but you cannot alter facts. The Bible does not simply explain to us the greatest number of facts, it is the only ground of understanding all the facts, that is, it puts into the hand of the Spirit-born the key to the explanation of all mysteries.

	In dealing with revelation facts the aim is not to produce “specialists,” but to make practical workers in the Bible domain. The research of specialists, both in the natural world and in the revelation world, is of the very greatest value, but remember, it is essential to be born of the Spirit before we can enter the domain of Bible revelation. The only method of Bible study is to “prove all things,” not by intellect, but by personal experience.

	The Context of the Bible is our Lord Jesus Christ, and personal relationship to Him. The words of God and The Word of God stand together; to separate them is to render both powerless. Any expounder of the words of God is liable to go off at a tangent if he or she does not remember this stern undeviating standard of exposition, viz., that no individual experience is of the remotest value unless it is up to the standard of The Word of God.

	The Bible not only tests experience, it tests truth. “I am . . . the Truth,” said Jesus. Just as the words of God and The Word of God are the counterpart of each other, so the commandments of our Lord and the conduct of His saints are the counterpart of each other; if they are not, then we are “none of His.” The test of Truth is the revelation of the Son of God in me, not as a Divine anticipation, but as a delightful activity now. It is perilously possible to praise our Lord as Saviour and Sanctifier, and yet cunningly blind our own hearts to the necessity of His manifesting in our mortal flesh His peculiar salvation and sanctification.

	The Bible tests all experience, all truth, all authority, by our Lord Himself and our relationship to Him personally; it is the confession of conduct. “. . . he that confesseth Me before men,”† said Jesus; the word “confess” means literally that every bit of my bodily life speaks the same truth as our Lord exhibited in the flesh. It is this scriptural scrutiny that reveals the superb standard of the grace of God: Christian experience is possible only when it is the product of the supernatural grace of God at work in our hearts.

	
Sympathiser or Saviour?

	Isaiah 61:1

	(See also Luke 4:18-19, rv mg)

	In some ages, as with some people, the tendency is strong to make an essential out of what is a mere accompaniment. In our day this tendency is marked in the emphasising of our Lord as a sympathiser, and the direct practical effect of this is to turn spirituality into sentimentality, and to make our Lord simply a kind brother-man. To picture Jesus Christ, never so beautifully, as One who sits down beside the broken-hearted and by expression of fellow-feeling and overflowing tenderness, enables him to be resigned and submissive to his lot, is not only thoroughly to misunderstand our Lord, but to prevent His doing what He came to do. He does come to the broken-hearted, to the captives bound by a cursed hereditary tendency, to the blind who grope for light, to the man bruised and crushed by his surroundings, but He does not come as a sympathiser—He binds up the broken-hearted, gives release to the captives, recovering of sight to the blind; He sets at liberty them that are bruised. Jesus Christ is not a mere sympathiser, He is a Saviour, and the only One, “for neither is there any other name under heaven, that is given among men, wherein we must be saved” (rv). His sympathy is the accompaniment of the work He alone can do. Again, in Hebrews 4:15-16 (“For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities . . .”) the sympathy and fellow-feeling is merely the accompaniment of the deliverance wrought by coming to the throne of grace, and finding help in time of need.

	Another accompaniment which is apt to be made an essential, and which even more fatally prevents men from finding Jesus Christ as Saviour, is the idea that He came to give us better social surroundings, to extend and improve our civilisations. That is a gross misreading of the Gospel our Lord said He was anointed to preach, and of the work He came to do. He did come to get things done—but what things? The things we cannot do! Social reform, political purity, progressive civilisation, is our work, not God’s, and we must do it. If we don’t, it will never be done. The reason we are so sluggish in the matter is because the work our Lord came to do has never been done in us. God has ordained that our work we must do, in the sweat of our brow, and through struggle and sacrifice we must work; and when the sanctified saints do the work God appoints them, then do God’s work and man’s work fit, and the mighty evolution with God at its heart moves on to all Eternity.

	“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor . . .” (rv mg). Thank God for the deep profound note of the glorious Gospel of God, that Jesus Christ as Saviour can justify ungodly men, can set them free from their sin; and as Sanctifier He can make them into sons and daughters of God, able to love others as God has loved them, able to show others the same unconditioned mercy He has showed them.

	Jesus Christ is not a sympathiser, neither is He a social reformer, He is unique—the Saviour of the world. The Atonement is God speaking to men in heart-breaking agony and long-suffering patience that they might be reconciled to His way of salvation. Beware of dragging down the Atonement into the socialistic arena. The Church is called to deliver God’s message and to be for the praise of His glory, not to be a socialistic institution under the patronage of God. “Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself. up for it; . . . that He might present the church to Himself a glorious church, . . . holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 5:25, 27 rv).

	
Profaning the Holiness of the Lord

	Ezekiel 36:20-29

	1. The Searching of His People

	. . . they profaned My holy name. (Ezekiel 36:20)

	 

	This was the characteristic of the people of God whenever they forgot whose they were and whom they served. Under the searchlight of God we realise that God’s holy Name is profaned when we put before people what God’s grace has wrought in us instead of God Himself. Whenever we go into work for God from any standpoint saving that of the dominance of God, we begin to patronise at once; unless we go as the bondservants of Jesus Christ we have no business to go at all. Jesus Christ became the towel-girt Servant of His own disciples. Never deal with people from the superior person’s standpoint, God never blesses that; deal only by steadily presenting the Lord Jesus Christ. The characteristic of the holiness which is the outcome of the indwelling of God is a blazing truthfulness with regard to God’s word, and an amazing tenderness in personal dealing.

	There is only one thing to heed in Christian work, and that is God Himself and His programme. The last thing we learn is that there is no chance happening in the saint’s life, circumstances are God’s, not ours, and by choosing our own way we profane God’s holy Name, whatever our desire.

	“. . . whither they went.” It is possible to profane God’s holy Name in our minds where no one sees but ourselves. Our feet carry us in secret and they carry us in public; they carry us into shops and into streets, into houses and into churches; God says, “You profane My holy Name, not because of the places you went into, but by the way you went into them.” Scrutinise yourself, and let God search you, as He searched these people. We forget the minuteness of God’s searching; He searches us right down to the inmost recesses.

	2. The Sanctifying of His People

	. . . and the heathen shall know that I am the Lord, saith the Lord God, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes. (Ezekiel 36:23)

	 

	Individual sanctification is one thing; collective sanctification is another; when Paul talks about attaining “unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ,” he is not talking of individual saints, but of all the saints. It is the sanctification of God’s people together that is required. When we isolate ourselves we hinder instead of further that end. Very few of us have got beyond the need for the searching which God gave these people. We are all too set on our own sanctification, forgetting that we are to be broken bread and poured-out wine for the lifting up of others who are not there yet. Individual sanctification has a world-wide benefit so long as the sanctified soul remains right with God. The sanctified soul keeps right with God by placing God’s methods first, and God’s methods are foolish to everyone who is not sanctified.

	Verses 25-29 point out that purity in God’s children is not the outcome of obedience to His law, but the result of the supernatural work of His grace. “I will cleanse you”; “I will give you a new heart”; “I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes”; “I will do it all.” After sanctification the first thing is to stand, as it were, with our hand in God’s while He recalls to us what we once were. The memory of sin does not come before sanctification, the memory of defects and blunders comes then, but sin is only remembered and known after sanctification, and it is by the recalling of the Holy Spirit that we remember it. In the absolute humility that is produced there is never any fear of spiritual pride, never any fear of forgetting that God sends us into work for His own glory; never any fear of being harsh or unjust to others, because God has shown us what we were, and we have realised it with shame.

	
Are You Discouraged in Devotion?

	Luke 18:23††

	1. Have You Ever Heard the Master Say a Hard Word?

	And when he heard this . . .††

	 

	Have you ever heard the Master say a hard word?—if you have not, I question whether you have heard Him say anything. Jesus Christ says a great deal that we listen to, but do not hear. When we do hear it, His words are amazingly hard. These words were so hard that His very disciples were staggered—“And they that heard it said, Who then can be saved?”†† Jesus did not seem the least solicitous that the rich young ruler should do what He told him. He made no attempt to keep him with Him, He simply said—“Sell all that thou hast, . . . and come, follow Me.”†† Our fuss over other souls is nearly always an evidence that we have not the slightest trust in God. Our Lord never made a fuss over anyone, and the reason He didn’t could not have been that He was callous or indifferent, or that He was not tenderhearted, or that He did not understand every detail, but the fact remains that He did not make a fuss over anyone. He never pleaded, He never cajoled, He never entrapped; He simply spoke the sternest words mortal ears ever heard, and then let it alone. The rich young ruler was a clean, moral, fine, vigorous young man, with a desire for all that was noble and true, but he did not expect to hear what he did.

	Have I ever heard a hard word of Jesus? Has He said something to me personally that I have deliberately listened to—not something I can expound or teach and say this and that about, but something I have deliberately heard Him say to me?

	In all probability the rich young ruler was in a more wholesome state of mind towards Jesus than were His own disciples who had left all and followed Him, because they had left all and followed Jesus without hearing one word that He said, and at the end of three years they said, “What is this that He saith? . . . We cannot tell what He saith,” and then “they all forsook Him, and fled.”† This man did understand what Jesus said, he heard it and sized it up from height to depth, and it broke his heart. He did not go away defiant or in unbelief, ††he went away sorrowful, thoroughly discouraged. He had come to Jesus full of the fire of earnest desire and the word of Jesus simply froze him. Instead of the word of Jesus producing an enthusiastic devotion, it produced a heart-breaking discouragement. And Jesus did not go after him, He did not plead with him, He let him go. I wonder what we would have done? We would have written him letters, given him little booklets, asked other people to look after him, meaning by it all to get him to retrace his steps. Jesus did not do any of that, and I will tell you why He did not—our Lord has a perfect understanding that when once His word is heard, it will bear fruit sooner or later. The terrible heartbreak is that some of us prevent its bearing fruit in actual life. We hear His word, some of us heard it months ago, years ago, we heard it distinctly and in enthusiasm—not realising exactly, as this man did, what Jesus said, but more after the manner of the disciples—we said, “Yes, I will follow.” Then we began to size up what it was we heard, and instead of its producing a great alacrity and devotion, it produced discouragement, and the Lord has gone on His way. I wonder what we will say when we do make up our mind to be devoted to Him on that particular point? One thing is certain—He will never cast up anything at us, but we will be thoroughly ashamed that we actually weighed any other consideration in the balance when once we heard His word.

	2. Have You Ever Been Expressionless with Sorrow?

	. . . he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich.††

	 

	The rich young ruler went away expressionless with sorrow, there was not a word to say; he did not go away defiant—neither did you, and neither did I; ††he went away sorrowful. It is a bad thing to go away cheerful from God. To say, “Oh yes, I will do it presently, God will bring His providence round,” shows we have not understood anything. This man had not the slightest doubt in his mind as to what Jesus said, no debate as to what it meant, and it produced in him a sorrow that had not any words.

	Have you ever got there? Has God’s word come to you about something that is a very dear possession to you, something you are very rich in—temperament, personal affinity, relationships of heart and mind? Then you have very often been expressionless with sorrow, and you will be worse before you get to the end, and the Lord won’t cajole, He won’t caress, He won’t go after you, He won’t plead, He will simply repeat every time He meets you on that point, “If you mean what you say, these are the conditions . . .”

	“Sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor.”†† There is a general principle here and a particular reference. We are always in danger of taking the particular reference for the general principle and evading the general principle. The particular reference here is to selling material goods. The rich young ruler had deliberately to be destitute, deliberately to distribute, deliberately to discern where his treasure was, and devote himself to Jesus Christ. The principle underlying it is that I must detach myself from everything I possess. Many of us suppress our sense of property, we don’t starve it, we suppress it. Undress yourself morally before God of everything that might be a possession until you are a mere conscious human being, and then give God that. That is where the battle is fought—in the domain of the will before God, it is not fought in external things at all. Is He sovereign Lord or is He not? Am I more devoted to my notion of what Jesus Christ wants than to Himself? If so, I am likely to hear one of His hard sayings that will produce sorrow in me. What Jesus says is hard, it is only easy when it comes to those who really are His disciples. Beware of allowing anything to soften a hard word of Jesus.

	It is a terrible thing to see how we keep Jesus Christ waiting. We serve God, but there is a drawback, and it is that drawback which Jesus gets at by His talk when once we come to Him as this man did. We twist His words and debate about their meaning, we discuss His teachings and expound His Gospel, and all the time we leave Him absolutely alone because at the centre of our heart there is the gnawing grip of one of His hard sayings that keeps us sorrowful, and He waits till we come and lay it all down. All the time in between has been utterly wasted as far as Jesus Christ is concerned, no matter how active we have been, or how much we have been a blessing to others, because none of it has sprung from devotion to Him but from devotion to an idea.

	I can be so rich in poverty, so rich in the consciousness that I am nobody, that I will never be a disciple of Jesus Christ; and I can be so rich in the consciousness that I am somebody that I will never be a disciple. Am I willing to be destitute of the sense that I am destitute? This is not the application of the principle to a rich man, but to those of us who are not rich men. Am I possessed of the possibility of riches on other lines? rich in the inheritance of a particular type of temperament, and has the hard word of Jesus come against that? The thing in you and in me that other people like and esteem and laud is the very thing that makes us unable to do what Jesus says. You cannot do it unless you are willing to reduce yourself to a mere consciousness, and then give that to Him. He is bringing you to the place of resigning yourself, not of resigning things or people, there might be a sense of the heroic about that. It is not giving up outside things, but making yourself destitute to yourself and that is where the discouragement comes in. It is not a question of being willing to go straight through, but of going straight through. Not a question of saying, “Lord, I will do it,” but of doing it. There must be the reckless committal of everything to Him with no regard for the consequences.

	Discouragement is disenchanted self-love, and self-love may be love of devotion to Jesus. My devotion to Jesus must altogether efface my consciousness of devotion to Him.

	
One of God’s Great Don’ts

	Fret not thyself, it tendeth only to evil-doing. Psalm 37:8 (rv)

	 

	It is so easy, we think, to “rest in the Lord,” and to “wait patiently for Him,” until the nest is upset; until we live, as many are living to-day, in tumult and anguish—is it possible then? If this “Don’t” does not work then, it will not work at any time. Resting in the Lord does not depend upon external circumstances, but on the relationship of the life of God in me to God Himself. Fussing generally ends in sin. We imagine that a little anxiety and worry is an indication of how wise we really are; it may be an indication of how wicked we really are.

	1. Don’t Calculate without God

	Let not your heart be troubled. (John 14:1)

	 

	When you reckon things up, bring God in as the greatest factor in your calculation. How are we to have an untroubled heart? When we are well, we express the “well-ness”; but when things are not right, when circumstances are twisted upside down, can this command work then? This “don’t” of our Lord’s must work in days of perplexity as well as in days of peace.

	God seems to have a delightful way of upsetting things which we have calculated on without Him. We get into places and circumstances He never chose, and suddenly they are shaken and we find we have been calculating on them without God; He has not entered in as a living factor. Have we learned the wonderfully practical lesson of not calculating without God? Have we got this “don’t” straight home? To take God into all our calculations is the one thing that keeps us from the possibility of worrying. According to the wisdom of this world, God seems to be haphazard. He is not calculable in His providence, He works in ways we cannot estimate. If we try to work things out in logical ways, we are apt to find that suddenly in the providence of God a great upheaval comes we had never calculated on. Be silent to the Lord††††. There are things about which we never speak to God, because we don’t need to (cf. Deuteronomy 3:26).

	Fretfulness springs from a determination to get my own way. Our Lord never worried, nor was He ever anxious, because He was not “out” to realise His own ideas, He was “out” to realise God’s ideas. Have I learnt to calculate upon God as the greatest factor in my common-sense decisions? “There”— in the secret place of the Most High, under the shadow of the Almighty—“shall no evil befall thee.” No plague can touch that dwellingplace, no matter what happens on the outside it remains perfectly secure.

	2. Don’t Calculate with the Evil in View

	Love . . . taketh not account of the evil. (1 Corinthians 13:4-5 rv)

	 

	Apart from God, we do reckon with evil, we reason from that standpoint. To take no account of the evil does not mean we are ignorant of its existence; it means we do not take it in as a calculable factor.

	A man ought to be a quiet citadel of the Holy Ghost for prayer for all nations. The one who is suffering according to God’s will is the one who has “a heart at leisure from itself.” The discipline of our lives goes on in external ways, and if we are not suffering according to the will of God, we will take care to let everyone know it. People’s sympathy is awakened for us, and they say, “How distressing that person’s circumstances are.”

	“Come unto Me,” says Jesus, “and I will give you rest.” Do Jesus Christ’s words apply to me? Does He really know my circumstances? Fretting is sinful if you are a child of God. Get back to God and tell Him with shame that you have been bolstering up that stupid soul of yours with the idea that your circumstances are too much for Him. Ask Him to forgive you and say, “Lord, I take Thee into my calculation as the biggest factor NOW!”

	3. Don’t Calculate with To-Morrow in View

	Take therefore no thought for the morrow. (Matthew 6:34)

	 

	When we take thought for the morrow, it becomes the dominating calculation of our life. Our Lord is not saying, “Take no anxious thought,” but, “Don’t make to-morrow the ruling factor in to-day’s work.” Most of us do. To-day is lived without the power God means us to have because taking thought for the morrow is the dominating calculation, not Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is not telling us to be careless, but to be carefully careless about everything saving one thing, seeking first the Kingdom† of God and His righteousness. Many of us have no time for God and His Kingdom, we are so busy seeking other things.

	
Sin

	Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world . . . Romans 5:12

	 

	God intended that Adam should develop, not from evil to good, but from the natural to the spiritual, by obedience; it was to be a natural progress; but Adam stopped short, and sin entered in by his stopping short. The sin which has come down to us from Adam is not an act, but an hereditary disposition; the Bible nowhere says that a man is held responsible for having inherited a disposition in which he had no choice: the Redemption deals with sin. No man can be forgiven for a disposition, we are forgiven for acts of sin; the disposition of sin must be cleansed by the miracle of God’s grace. The Son of God came to alter the basis of human life: the first Adam put it on a wrong basis, the basis of self-realisation; Jesus Christ makes the basis Redemptive. The Redemption means that God paid the price† of sin. If you have never realised the impossibility of God dealing with sin on any other ground than that of the Redemption, you are living in a fool’s paradise rationally.

	Sin is a positive thing, it is the enthronement of human independence, because man’s pride must worship itself. Sin has nothing to do with circumstances or with temptation on the outside, it has to do with the bias on the inside; it is an opposing principle and has nothing to do with human nature as God constituted it. The diabolical nature of sin is that it hates God, it is not at enmity against God; it is enmity. When you get the nature of sin revealed by the Holy Spirit, you know that this phrase is not too strong—red-handed anarchy against God. None of us is conscious of this spirit of anarchy against God; the devil is the only being in whom sin is absolute, conscious anarchy. We would fly from sin in terror if we knew its nature, but it presents itself as a most desirable thing (cf. Genesis 3:6). We need never know in conscious experience that we are anarchists because we may receive the salvation of Jesus, any more than we need ever know what the human heart is like as Jesus diagnosed it† if we will hand over the keeping of our heart to Him.

	. . . that the body of sin might be destroyed. (Romans 6:6)

	 

	The Bible refers to two mystical bodies—the Body of Christ and the body of sin; the Head of the one is God, the head of the other is the devil. Sin in me is a disposition of self-sufficiency which connects me with the body of sin; the connection is not in my human nature, but in my claim to my right to myself, which is the essence of sin—I’ll do what I like. When I am born again I am willing to go to the crucifixion of that claim. Through the Redemption we not only have deliverance from the disposition of sin which is in us, but severance from the body of sin to which we are connected by our “old man”; that is, we are absolutely and completely delivered from sin in disposition and in domination—“Being then made free from sin. . . .”

	for by the law is the knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:20)

	Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law. (Romans 7:7)

	 

	Once conscience begins to be aroused it is aroused more and more till it reaches the terrible conviction that I am responsible before God for the breaking of His law; I know that God cannot forgive me and remain God; if He did I should have a clearer sense of justice than He has. There is nothing in my spirit to deliver me from sin, I am powerless—“sold under sin.” Conviction of sin brings a man to this hopeless, helpless condition; until he gets there the Cross of Christ has no meaning for him.

	It is of the mercy of God that no man is convicted of sin before he is born again; we are convicted of sins in order to be born again, then the indwelling Holy Spirit convicts us of sin. If God gave us conviction of sin apart from a knowledge of His Redemption, we would be driven insane. When conviction of what sin is in the sight of God comes home to me, language cannot support the strain of the verbal expression of its enormity; the only word that expresses it is “Calvary.” If I see sin apart from the Cross, suicide seems the only fool’s way out.

	being justified freely by His grace. (Romans 3:24)

	But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound. (Romans 5:20)

	 

	Justification means two things—first, that God’s law is just, and second, that every sinner is unjust; therefore if God is to justify a man He can only do it by vindicating the law, and by destroying the sinner out of him. We put it that Jesus Christ came to save sinners; He did not say so, He said, “I came to call sinners to repentance” (see Matthew 9:13†††††††). This phrase, “God loves the man, but hates the sinner,” although not scriptural, conveys the idea. God dare not love the sinner. When God saves a sinner, profoundly speaking, and only profoundly speaking, He does not save the sinner: He saves the man who is a sinner by removing the sinner out of him. When once a man receives the humiliating conviction that he has broken God’s law, and is willing to accept on God’s terms the gift of forgiveness and of a new life, he will find he is brought to the place where he can live a holy life in order to vindicate God in forgiving him. This is evangelical repentance, and it is fundamentally different from the reformation which springs from remorse awakened by an overwhelming self-respect. A sinner can never stand in the presence of God; there is no justification whatever for sin in His presence, that is why a man convicted of sin has such a desperate time, he realises with the Psalmist—“Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Thy sight.” Beware of attempting to deal with sin apart from a complete reliance on the Redemption, and when you see men sinning, remember, your heart should be filled with compassion, because if you have ever had the slightest dose of conviction of sin yourself, you will know what awaits them when the recognition of sin comes home.

	For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin. . . .

	 

	Bear in mind that what makes Christ’s glory is His severity, i.e., His love for God’s holy law rather than His love for man: Jesus Christ stood on God’s side against man. On the Cross men crucified the Son of God—and God forgave them while they did it. It is blasphemy to make little of sin. The final issue in every life is—God must kill sin in me, or sin will kill God out of me. If the Gospel is made to mean merely that “it is better being good than bad,” men like to listen to it, but immediately it shows me that sin, self-realisation, self-interest, must be put to death, I resent it. If God is to be just, that is what must happen. It is the shallowest nonsense that makes people say, “God will forgive us because He is love”; once we are convicted of sin we never talk like that again. The love of God is spelt on the Cross and nowhere else; there His conscience is satisfied. God deals with every bit of sin in the light of the purest justice.

	. . . that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

	 

	The effect of being justified by God’s grace is that He begins to entrust us with the realisation of what sin is. It is the saint who knows what sin is; it is the man who has been identified with the death of Jesus†† who begins to get the first inkling of what sin is, because the only Being who knows what sin is, is not the sinner, but God. The only One who knows what the elemental human heart is like, is not the sinner, but Jesus Christ. It takes the last reach of the Atonement—the revelation of the perfections of Jesus as He is “made unto us . . . sanctification,” to make us know what sin is, because sin is what He faced on Calvary. We are not always in the condition to understand the Cross, but it is of vital importance that we let God bring us at times where every commonplace mood is stripped off, and we take the shoes from off our feet and stand alone for one moment while God spells out to us the A B C of what the Cross of Christ means.

	For in that He died, He died unto sin once. . . . Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin. (Romans 6:10-11)

	 

	The only one who can reckon he is “dead indeed unto sin” is the one who has been through identification with the death of Jesus††; when he has been through that moral transaction he will find he is enabled to live according to it; but if I try the “reckoning” business without having gone through identification with the death of Jesus,†† I shall find myself deceived; there is no reality. When I can say, “I have been crucified with Christ” (rv), a new page of consciousness opens before me, I find there are new powers in me, I am able now to fulfil the commands of God, able to do what I never could do before, I am free from the old bondage, the old limitations; and the gateway to this new life is the death of Jesus.

	This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. (1 Timothy 1:15)

	 

	Before you were convicted of sin you thought the saints exaggerated in what they said about themselves; when you have been convicted of sin by the Holy Spirit you will never think it possible to exaggerate. Knowledge of what sin is is evidence that I am delivered from it; ignorance of what sin on the inside is is evidence that I have never been touched by the Atonement. Knowledge of what sin is is in inverse ratio to its presence. To mistake conscious freedom from sin for having been delivered from sin through the Atonement is to make the grand error of the Christian life. “But if we walk in the light,” says John, “as He is in the light”—if we walk there, with nothing folded up, no humbug, no pretence, no end of our own to serve, if we walk there, then comes the most amazing revelation God ever gave to man—“the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin,” not to our consciousness; the conscious part is walking in the light, as God is in the light.

	
The Greatest Event in the World

	The Lord Jesus Is Coming Again

	In Bible revelation there is always a Coming Age, a Coming Day, a Coming Prophet, a Coming One—a perennial Coming.

	When Thought is young, life looks simple, so does History, and man’s explanation is correspondingly simple and glib. “Evolution” is the name given in our day to this young and ill-considered outlook—it is all a simple and obvious method of growth and development; to talk about the Fall is absurd, and any conception that does not recognise that the world is getting better, is discarded. Evolution is the characteristic of man’s work, never of God’s. God works by creation. When we infer God’s methods from man’s, we go wrong; we continually exalt our methods and say that is how God works.

	But when Thought has passed its romantic days and has been made to face Life as it is, and History as it has been recorded, and the human soul in all its tragic features and its triumphs, it is staggered, for all these forces are wild and untameable. This way of Thought then becomes dim and perilous, and the human spirit cries out, “Oh that I knew where I might find Him! that I might come even to His seat!”

	The Bible revelation presents a basis of thinking quite other. Epochs and civilisations appear after a time to be flung on the scrap-heap by God in a strangely careless manner. The remarkable thing in the record of the Ages that have been, and that are, and that are going to be, is that each Age ends in apparent disaster. The saint alone knows by spiritual intuition that “He doeth all things well,” he knows that God reigns, and that the clouds are but the dust of his Father’s feet and he has no need to fear. He feels assured that these catastrophic occurrences are but incidental, and that a higher peace and a purer character are to be the permanent result. He knows that “this same Jesus,” who trod this earth with naked feet, “and wrought with human hands the creeds of creeds,” is coming again, visibly and blessedly coming to earth again, when the petition will be fulfilled, “Thy kingdom come.”†All that men have ever dreamed of Utopias and of Golden Ages will fade into foolish fancies beside the wonder of that blessed Age, that blessed period of Christ’s reign among men. We have to remain stedfastly certain in Him, not go out of Him to see when He is coming; it is to be prophetic living as well as prophetic study. To the saint everything is instinct with the purpose of God. History is fulfilling prophecy all the time.

	
Enchanted but Unchanged

	Ezekiel 33:30-32

	The thirty-third chapter of Ezekiel is a striking chapter in the career of the prophet. Hitherto it has been denunciation, but now that the great terror has fallen on Jerusalem (see Ezekiel 33:21-22), Ezekiel comes with a new note, and it is with this new note the people are enchanted, but, he says, they remain unchanged.

	1. Pose but Not Penitence

	And they come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee as My people, and they hear thy words, but do them not. (Ezekiel 33:31 rv)

	 

	There are many to-day who like to hear the word of God spoken straightly and ruggedly, they listen to, and are delighted with, the stern truth about holiness, about the baptism of the Holy Ghost, and deliverance from sin; they say to one another, “Come, I pray you, and hear what is the word that cometh forth from the LORD.” They take up a pose of religion, but they are not penitent; they change the truth God requires into a mere attitude. God not only requires us to have a right attitude to Him, He requires us to allow His truth to so react in us that we are actively related to Him. These people flocked to Ezekiel like disciples to a teacher, they looked exactly like God’s children, the difference was not on the outside but on the inside, and it would take the penetration of God to see it; but it was all pose, they were not real. The real attitude of sin in the heart towards God is that of being without God; it is pride, the worship of myself, that is the great atheistic fact in human life.

	I wonder if any of us are among the enchanted but unchanged crowd? We follow any man or woman who speaks the truth of God; in fact, we are so enchanted that we say, “If you come and hear this man or woman, you will hear the word of God.” But has it ever altered us into an active, living relationship with God, or is it altogether pose? If any of us have got the pose of the people of God but are not real, may God deal with us until He brings us into a right relationship to Himself through the Atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ.

	2. Sympathetic but Sinful

	For with their mouth they shew much love, but their heart goeth after their gain. (Ezekiel 33:31 rv)

	 

	They had the right pose, the right religious attitude, but they had no desire to be changed—“they hear thy words, but do them not." “They come and listen to you as to one who is amazingly skilful in playing on an instrument, but they don’t do what you say,” says God; they are enraptured, but still sinful. Penitence has never struck them, the awakening of God’s Spirit has never gone straight home.

	This attitude is spreading amongst us to-day amazingly, people are enchanted with the truth, sympathetic with the truth of God, but remaining in sin. “Repentance” is not in their vocabulary, only regret; there is no confession of sin, only admitting. Religion is turned into education, and the Christian life is made to mean a happy life instead of a new life.

	Has God been convicting us of spiritual pose before Him? Have we taken the great passion of the Atonement and made it simply mean that we must have a right attitude to God? We have to have much more than a right attitude; we have to get into an active, living relation to God, the inspiration of which is a great deep true penitence. Have we forgotten all about penitence these days? Has penitence ever rung down to our very soul, or have we only known regret? Have we ever known what it is to confess our sin, to unfold our life before God until there is nothing folded up, and God’s penetrating truth has its way? If not, we shall find, as these verses reveal, that it is perilously easy to have amazing sympathy with God’s truth and remain in sin.

	3. Public Conformity and Private Criticism

	Then said I, Ah Lord God! they say of me, Is he not a speaker of parables? (Ezekiel 20:49 rv)

	 

	The people indulged in unfriendly criticism, they heard the message, but their criticism of the speaker was made an excuse for not obeying the truth. “Why, he talks in parables! It is all so enigmatical and puzzling.” This is not superficial criticism, but the deep subtlety of the hearers trying to get out of obeying God’s truth because of the form in which it is put—“It is too puzzling,” consequently they exonerate themselves from obeying it because it is put so obscurely, so confusingly.

	I do not think there is any distress to equal the distress expressed by the prophet here, viz., that people are enchanted by the truth of God, but unchanged by it. The great difficulty to many a worker and handmaid of the Lord is this very thing—“and they come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee as My people, they hear thy words, but do them not,” says God. You go to God over and over again about it, you examine your own soul and say, “I know I spoke the truth of God.” In our work for God we have on the one hand the enchanted but unchanged crowd, and on the other the indifferent crowd. Have you ever realised that God challenges the saints to a tremendous conflict, the conflict of believing the Gospel in the face of an indifferent world? It is easy to say we believe in God as long as we remain in the little world we choose to live in; but get out into the great world of facts, the noisy world where people are absolutely indifferent to you, where your message is nothing more than a crazy tale belonging to a bygone age, can you believe God there? Christian Science is a specimen of the way people garrison themselves around within a little world of their own. The teaching of Christian Science makes its followers deny that there are such things as sin and disease and death—they are all imagination; and they shut themselves in a little world of their own and say, “It is so easy to believe in the goodness of God”; of course it is! But let the house of their creed be taken and battered in by the gales of God; let them be driven out of the little enclosures of their preconceived notions, out into the big indifferent world, driven clean out to face the facts of sin and disease and death, and where does their belief in the goodness of God go? It cannot stand the test. The marvellous thing is that Jesus Christ prayed, not that we should be taken out of the world, but that we should be kept from evil.

	God saves us and sanctifies us and places us in the circumstances He chooses, and whether it is among the enchanted but unchanged crowd, or the indifferent crowd, we have to face them, not with dismay, but with the determination to obey God, and by our faith in God to so conflict against the indifference and the sin that we produce the character that glorifies God, and the result will be that God will gain amazing glory to His own Name; enchantment will be changed by transactions with God into a changed life, and through penitence the pose will become the real life  hid with Christ in God, and we shall be built up on our most holy faith.

	
Showers of Blessing

	For as the rain cometh down and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, and giveth seed to the sower and bread to the eater; so shall My word be that goeth forth out of My mouth: it shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. Isaiah 55:10-11 (rv)

	 

	“. . . giveth seed to the sower.”God’s word is as a seed. The “seed-thought” idea is one that preachers and evangelists need to remember. We imagine we have to plough the field, sow the seed, reap the grain, bind it into sheaves, put it through the threshing machine, make the bread—all in one discourse. “For herein is the saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth” said our Lord (rv). Let each one be true to the calling given him by God. The truth is we don’t believe God can do His work without us. We are so anxious about the word, so anxious about the people who have accepted the word; we need not be, if we have preached what is a word of God it is not our business to apply it, the Holy Spirit will apply it. Our duty is to sow the word, see that it is the word of God we preach, and not “huckster” it with other things, and God says it will prosper in the thing whereto He sends it. In some cases it will be a savour of life unto life, in others a savour of death unto death; but rest assured that no individual and no community is ever the same after listening to the word of God, it profoundly alters life. The force and power of a word of God will work and work, and bring forth fruit after many days. Hence the necessity of revising much of what we preach and what we say in meetings. God has not said that the relating of my experiences, of my insight into the truth, will not return to Him void; He says “My word . . . shall not return unto Me void.” Every temptation to exalt the human, human experiences, human interests and blessings, will fall short; the only thing that prospers in God’s hands is His own word.

	“As the rain cometh down . . . from heaven, . . . so shall My word be.”Thank God for the sweet and radiant aspect of the falling of rain from heaven, after a time of drought it is almost impossible to describe its beauty; so when a word of God comes to a soul after a time of difficulty and perplexity, it is almost impossible to tell the ineffable sweetness of that word as it comes with the unction of the Holy Ghost.

	
Is He Really Lord?

	Jesus knowing . . . that He was come from God, . . . He riseth from supper, . . . and took a towel, . . . and began to wash the disciples’ feet. John 13:3-5

	 

	Jesus Christ riddles us from all unreality. What He did shocks all affectation, pious fraud, religious pretence, sanctimoniousness, and religiosity always.

	1. What Do You Know about Yourself?

	Jesus knowing . . . that He was come from God . . .

	 

	Do you know you have received the Holy Spirit, know you are a child of God—are you going to be greater than Jesus Christ? Are you going to be disdainful?—“What a humiliating thing to do!” Jesus, knowing Who He was, took a towel and washed the disciples’ feet; and He says, “I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.” To shout “Hallelujah” is humbug unless it is genuine. Jesus never tells you to shout “Hallelujah”: He says—“Do as I have done to you.”How much long-suffering mercy has God shown you?

	2. Where Do You Place Yourself?

	He riseth from supper, . . . and took a towel . . .

	 

	Do you regard yourself as a highly respectable, dignified Christian? Are you religiously self-important, placing yourself where you fancy you ought to be placed, in stately surroundings? If so, you are not following Jesus Christ’s example. If you cannot do ordinary things and live as nobody anywhere, you are not a saint. Jesus left heaven and lived nowhere of any importance all His earthly life. There is a religiosity that is inspired by the devil, that gathers its skirts around it and says, “No, I cannot be in ordinary places, or in ordinary avocations; I am a servant of God.” Then you will be found nowhere but in the very commonest of common places. You say you are called to be a missionary, a minister, a Christian worker: you are called to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, other things are etceteras. Jesus Christ did not move among transfigured things; He moved amongst prosaic, un-noteworthy things, among the most common-place things imaginable, and it was those things that He transfigured; He lived amongst them as the Servant of men††, and He says, “If you are My disciple, you will do the same.”

	3. What Do You Do with Yourself?

	. . . and began to wash the disciples’ feet.

	 

	Water, a basin, feet, a towel—there is nothing Divine about those things, they are the most ordinary, common-place things one can conceive. The Lord of heaven and earth washed the feet of His disciples, He did it Himself; one of them protested , but it made no difference. “So after He . . . was set down again, He said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? . . . I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.” When the testimony and the “Hallelujah” are followed by the following of His steps in example, then comes the tremendous flow of the power of God wherever you go.

	“I will make the place of My feet glorious”—among the poor, the devil-possessed, the mean, the decrepit, the selfish, the sinful, the misunderstanding—that is where Jesus went, and that is exactly where He will take you if you are His disciple.

	“I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.” Your lips have called Him “Master,” and “Lord,” are you prepared to take this lesson home to yourself? What do you know about yourself? You know you have received the Holy Spirit, you know you are a child of God; then let God’s providence place you where He wills, don’t put yourself in special conditions. Where do you place yourself? In the common round and trivial tasks of ordinary life—supper times and ordinary people, with no pretence about it. What do you do with yourself? Exactly what Jesus did for you. He came to your house, He found your bodily temple a very unkempt and disgraceful place to come into, but He came into it and cleaned it up and is keeping it clean; now He says, “If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.”

	
The Stand of the Saints

	Ephesians 6:11-20

	Put on the whole armour of God. . . . And, having done all, to stand. Ephesians 6:11, 13

	 

	Paul is writing from prison; he knows all about the Roman soldier whose armour he is describing, for he was chained to one of them. “I am an ambassador in chains” (rv) he says.

	These verses are not a picture of how to fight, but of how not to fight. If you have not put on the armour, you will have to fight; but having put on the whole armour of God, then “stand,”says Paul. There are times when God’s servants are sent out to attack, to storm the citadel, but the counsel given here is as to how we are to hold the position which has been gained. We need to learn this conservation of energy, “having done all, to stand,” manifesting the full power of God.

	“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood”—if we do, we are “out of it”; our warfare is against “the spiritual hosts of wickedness”(rv) which the world does not see. We are apt to forget that the enemy is unseen and that he is supernatural (cf. Daniel 10:12-13) †“Don’t make any mistake,” says Paul, “you are not wrestling against flesh and blood, you are wrestling against tremendous powers you will never be able to withstand unless you put on the whole armour of God. When you see men doing terrible things, remember you are not wrestling against them, they are the cat’s-paw of the rulers of the darkness of this world.” We are to be taken up with a much more difficult wrestling, viz., the wrestling against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places which prevent us from seeing God. If Satan in his malice and cunning can slander God to His own children, he will do it because that is his whole aim. Our wrestling is to be against the thoughts suggested to our mind which press down on us and make us say, “What is the good of asking God to bring peace to a broken-hearted woman? of asking God to sustain people whose lives are ruined?” If I try to describe to my own heart a bereaved home and let the sorrow of it weigh with me, instantly my faith in God is gone; I am so overcome with sympathy and fellow-feeling for them that my prayer is nothing more than a wail of sympathy before God. The telepathic influence of my mind on another, whether I speak or not, is so subtle that †the prince of this world will use it to prevent my getting hold of God; whereas if I remain confident in God I lift the weight off lives in a way I shall never realise till I stand before Him. We have to pray that the enemy shall not exact upon the hearts and minds of God’s children and make them slander Him by worry and anxiety. As the Lord’s remembrancers we are to hold off the exactings of Satan, not add to them.

	Do I expect God to answer prayer? The first thing that will stagger our faith in God is the false sentiment arising out of a sympathetic apprehension of the difficulties. “Peter therefore was kept in the prison: but prayer was made earnestly of the church unto God for him” (rv): the church prayed, and God did the impossible thing, and Peter was delivered. We have to pray with our eyes on God, not on the difficulties.

	“Praying always . . . for all saints.”It is not always a time of triumph; there are not only times of taking strongholds by storm, but times when spiritual darkness falls, when the great powers in the heavenlies are at work, when no one understands the wiles of Satan but God; at such times we have to stand steadily shoulder to shoulder for God. How often the Spirit of God emphasises the “together-ness” of the saints!

	“And for me,” says Paul. Prayer is God’s ordained way, the insignificant way of prayer.

	
Solidarity of Sin

	Luke 11:21-22 (rv)

	“Solidarity”—a consolidation or oneness of interests.

	I mean by “sin,” not sin in a particular sense, but in the big general sense, viz., a violation or neglect of the moral law. God’s Book all through shows a wonderful discrimination as to the nature of sin; it reveals that there is in the threefold aspect of sin—the world, the flesh and the devil—a oneness of interest with the prince of this world. Paul refers to the same thing, the supernatural inspiration of sin, in Ephesians 6:12: “For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” (rv). We have to beware of the flood of teaching abroad which makes out that sin is a disease, a defect in the finite; in the final analysis, it is red-handed rebellion against God.

	Our Lord makes it clear in this parable that “the strong man” is Satan, he is the prince of this world, and he is “fully armed”  (rv). The “strong man” idea is the one that appeals to men, the strong man physically, morally, strong in every way; the kingdoms of men are to be founded on strong men and the weakest are to go to the wall. History proves, however, that it is the strongest that go to the wall, not the weakest.

	When the strong man fully armed guardeth his own court . . . (rv).

	 

	Satan guards on two sides—he guards from the breaking out into external sins, and from the incursion of the Spirit of God. It is not that a man guards himself, it is Satan guarding him; nothing is allowed to come into his court to disturb it. When men go into external sins and upset their life, Satan knows perfectly well that they will want a Saviour, and as long as he can keep men in peace and unity and harmony apart from God, he will do it. The greatest number of men are moral, not immoral; a clean moral life which is sufficient for itself apart from God—that is the evidence of the guarding of Satan, and we all know as workers for God the difficulty, the almost insuperable difficulty, there is in presenting the Gospel to a good-living worldling, not because his mind is obtuse or because he is insensitive, but because he is supernaturally guarded by a “fully armed strong man.”

	his goods [i.e., the souls of men] are in peace . . .

	 

	Psalm 73 gives a picture of the souls of men as guarded by Satan: “They are not in trouble as other men. . . . Their eyes stand out with fatness: they have more than heart could wish.” It is necessary to keep in mind that this is the Bible view of the man of the world, and our Lord’s parable is an amazing analogy. The analogy generally presented is that the worldling is miserable, but no one could be described as being “in peace” who had not got his heart’s desire; he is satisfied with the world as it is, satisfied with the morality he has got. According to our Lord that kind of peace is no sign of being right with God. We talk glibly about Jesus being “the Prince of Peace,” but when He comes into the world that is peaceably ruled by Satan, He comes to send a sword, not peace.

	but when a stronger than he shall come upon him . . .

	 

	Satan is overcome not in a battle, but by the easy might of a power greater than his own coming upon him, and that power is none other than our Lord Himself. Every now and again when you look at life from a certain angle it seems as if evil and wrong and legalised iniquity are having it all their own way and you feel that everything must go to pieces; but it doesn’t, around it is the sovereignty of God, “Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further.” Blessed be the Name of God, evil shall not ultimately triumph! Let evil do its worst, let the arrogance of self-interested iniquity in all shapes and forms surge as it may, but “He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.” The Spirit of God shatters every power of the world, the flesh and the devil, every power of sin and the domination of Satan. “The stronger than he” is Our Lord Himself. The power of Jesus rests on His holiness. No man ever successfully contends with Satan saving in the power of the Highest. We can open men’s eyes by the power of the Spirit, but not all the opening of men’s eyes will ever accomplish what the Spirit accomplishes, because He leads us to the Highest, our Lord Himself, and enables us to realise that it is He who has overcome.

	. . . he taketh from him his whole armour wherein he trusted.

	 

	Satan is not partially overcome, he is absolutely overcome, every bit of his armour wherein he trusted is taken from him. The presence of Jesus means the total expulsion of Satan. When we are born again the Holy Spirit brings to us the realisation of what Jesus Christ has done, and the great emancipating point of personal experience is not that we have power to overcome, but that He has overcome; then the Holy Spirit instructs us all along the line how we can successfully battle against the encroachments of Satan. When by God’s grace we enter into the amazing liberty of salvation and sanctification, then comes the responsibility of walking in the light, and as we keep in the light we are able to identify ourselves with Jesus Christ’s victory in such a way that it is manifested in us; but this depends on our keeping in the light.

	In Luke 11:24-26 Our Lord shows that a moral victory may be realised, emancipating and definite, a man recognises it, he is proud of the victory gained, and Satan recognises it too; but in that condition it is almost impossible to bring him anywhere near Jesus. To use a moral victory aright a man ought eagerly to ask for the Holy Spirit to come in, for He will bring the presence of the One who is stronger than Satan. Unless a moral victory in a man’s heart means that Jesus has got right of way there, he will find that what He says is true, “the last state of that man becometh worse than the first” (rv). A man may for a shorter or longer period be master of himself, but sooner or later his will must bow to a power greater than himself.

	We have to develop a saintly character by fight. Jesus Christ fits us to be overcomers. Through the forces that are against him God is making a finer type of man than the first Adam, a man more worthy to be His son. That is the meaning of His marvellous Redemption. Everything that Satan and sin have marred is going to be reconstructed and readjusted.

	
Thinking

	. . . being ready always to give answer to every man that asketh you a reason concerning the hope that is in you. 1 Peter 3:15 (rv)

	 

	To give “a reason concerning the hope that is in you" is not at all the same thing as convincing by reasonable argument why that hope is in us. The work of the Spirit of God in us transcends reason, but never contradicts it, and when a Christian says “the reason I am so-and-so is because I have received the Holy Spirit,” or, “I have received from God something which has made this possible,” it does not contradict reason, it transcends it, and is an answer concerning the hope that is in you. The line we are continually apt to be caught by is that of argumentative reasoning out why we are what we are; we can never do that, but we can always say why the hope is in us.

	Reason is the faculty of mind by which man draws conclusions. Every man is always striving after a true expression of what he is. When a man is born again, his personality becomes alive to God as the Source of inspiration. Paul’s words, “I live; and yet no longer I, but Christ liveth in me” (rv), are the expression of the only worthy rationalism.

	The great snare is to make reason work in the circle of our experience instead of in the circle of God. As long as we use the image of our own salvation, our experience, the image of our feelings, or answers to prayer, we shall never begin to understand what Paul meant when he said ” “Christ liveth in me." The exercise of man’s essential reason is drawing on God as the source of life.

	Those of us who have never had visions or ecstasies ought to be very thankful. Visions, or any emotions at all, are the greatest snare imaginable to spiritual life, because we are apt to build these things round our reasoning and go no further. Over and over again we find sanctified people stagnate, they do not go back and they do not go on; they get stiller and stiller, and muddier and muddier—spiritually, not morally—until ultimately there comes a sort of scum over the spiritual life, and you wonder what is the matter with them. They are still true to God, still true to their testimony, but they have never exercised the God-given reason in them and got beyond the image of experiences and gone on to draw their life from God, which transcends all we call experience. Never forget that the Almighty is a great deal bigger than our experience of Him; that the Lord Jesus Christ is a great deal bigger than our experience of Him. People won’t go through the labour of thinking, consequently snares get hold of them, and remember, thinking is a tremendous labour. We have to labour to bring “every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ” (rv).

	
Now Are You Safeguarded?

	Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe. Psalm 119:117

	 

	“Kept by the power of God”—therefore you are all right now. There is no other time than now with God, no past and no future. Is your life safeguarded? If it is not, you will go under no matter what your experience is. In the Bible the men who fell, fell on their strong points, not on their weak ones, because on their strong points they were unguarded.

	1. Can You See the Highest?

	He sent from on high, He took me; He drew me out of many waters. (Psalm 18:16 rv; see also Ephesians 2:6; Colossians 3:2)

	 

	The Lord Jesus Christ is the Highest. Is there anyone higher to you than He is? Your life is never safeguarded until Jesus is seen to be the Highest. Past experience will not keep you, neither will deliverance from sin; the only safeguarding power is the Highest. If there is a breath of confidence anywhere else, there will be disaster, and it is by the mercy of God that you are allowed to stumble, or be pain-smitten, until you learn that He does it all—He keeps you from stumbling (rv), He raises you up and keeps you up, He sends from above and delivers you.

	Whenever there is a complication in your circumstances, do nothing until you see the Highest, not sometimes, but always (cf. Isaiah l:10). Can you see the Lord in your thinking? If not, suspend your judgment until you can. Can you see the face of Jesus in your affections? If not, restrain them until you can. Can you see God in your circumstances? if not, do nothing until you can. Our Lord can trust anything to the man or woman who sees Him.

	“Set your affection on things above,”i.e., gather in your stray impulses and fix them. The spiritual life is not impulsive; we are impulsive when we are not spiritual. In every experience the safeguard is the Lord Himself, and He was not impulsive. The one thing Jesus always checked was impulse. Impulse has to be trained and turned into intuition by discipline.

	Is your mind set on Jesus Christ, or have you only a principle at stake? The great simplicity of the Christian life is the relationship to the Highest. Reckless confidence in God is of far more value than personal holiness, if personal holiness is looked upon as an end in itself. When once you take any one of the great works of God as an end, or any one of the truths which depend on Jesus Christ, as the truth, you will go wrong, you are outside the guard of God. The safeguard is the Highest—“I am . . . the Truth.”“I, if I be lifted up . . .” Allow nothing to take you away from Jesus Himself, and all other phases of truth will take their right place.

	2. Are You Strengthened from the Highest?

	Thou hast enlarged my steps under me, and my feet have not slipped. (Psalm 18:36 rv; see also Ephesians 6:15)

	 

	When first we experience the grace of God, we have the feeling that if ever we should become what Jesus Christ wants us to be, He would have to take us straight to Heaven! But when by God’s grace we get there, we find we are not on a perilous mountain peak, but on a broad plateau, with any amount of room to walk—as safe and as eternal as the hills. “Thou hast enlarged my steps under me.” The great note of strength is to “walk and not faint”; to “mount up with wings” is exceptional. Everywhere your foot treads; at home or abroad, should bring a preparation of the gospel of peace. Sometimes when you put down a prepared foot for God it is anything but peace! It is disturbance and upset, but that is the way God prepares for the coming of His peace. Jesus is the Prince of Peace, yet He said, “I came not to send peace, but a sword.”

	Are you strengthened from above mentally, physically, morally, spiritually, and “circumstantially”? Do you know how to draw on the resurrection life of Jesus? The guidance in work for God is to notice where you are exhausted without recuperation. We take on a tremendous amount of stuff which we call work for God, and God puts the sentence of death on it for we are exhausted by it without being recuperated, because our strength is drawn from somewhere other than the Highest. The sign that what we are doing is God’s work is that we know the supernatural recuperation. Are we strong enough to be abject failures in the eyes of the world, or are we set upon success? Our work for God is not of any value saving as it develops us; the one thing of value in God’s sight is our relationship to Jesus Christ. The branch knows nothing about its fruit, it only knows the pruning-knife (see John 15:2). “Am I a blessing?” No, certainly not, if you are looking at the outflow. Keep rightly related to the Highest, and out of you will flow “rivers of living water.”

	3. Are You Succoured by the Highest?

	Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith your God. (Isaiah 40:1; see also Philippians 2:1-2)

	 

	The things that discourage and hurt us show from whence we get our succour. Jesus Christ was never discouraged because He was succoured by the Highest. Until a worker knows the succour of God he is in danger of becoming a stumbling-block to other souls. If we are not being succoured by the Highest, of what use can we be to folks who are crushed by sorrows of which we know nothing? “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit,” broken beyond any patching up, but—“He hath sent Me to bind up the broken-hearted.”† The heart which has been bound up and succoured by the Lord Jesus Christ will never be caught in the train of self-interest, there is no selfishness left in it. “As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you.” That is the most powerful thing God can do for us. The great note of the life which is comforted by God is—“For my Lord I live; by my Lord I am strengthened, and in my Lord I am succoured.”

	
Frontiers of the Worker’s Life

	2 Corinthians 11:3

	There must be two centres to our mental life as workers: the first is personal faith in Jesus Christ; the second, personal reliance on the human reason that God made. Most of us think from one centre only, the centre of human reason, consequently all that Jesus Christ stands for beyond the reach of human reason is ignored. “I fear,” says Paul, “lest . . . your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” Beware of making simple what the Bible does not. The line of our simplicity is in Christ—“I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” The way the simplicity that is in Christ is corrupted is by trying to live according to a statement made by men’s heads. It must be the relationship of a child all through (see Matthew 11:25). To be able to state explicitly in words what you know by faith is an impossibility; if you can state it in words, it is not faith.

	The way the serpent beguiled Eve† through his subtlety was by enticing her away from personal faith in God to depend on her reason alone. Confusion comes when we are consistent to our convictions instead of to Christ. The error of the modern standard is that it begins at the wrong end, viz., with human reason. How much do we understand? The conceit of modern life is that it does understand. It reconstructs human society—and leaves out rebellion against God. It reconstructs the world by human sympathy—and leaves out love for wrong. “Canst thou by searching find out God?” (Job 11:7). We must be prepared to be led, and the way we come to an understanding is by the relationship of our personal life to the Person of Jesus Christ, then bit by bit we begin to understand.

	Never have the idea that you are going to persuade men to believe in God; you can persuade them of His standard. You have to force an issue of will; but remember, along with your faithful preaching comes a thing you cannot intellectually state, the working of the Spirit of God (see John 3:8). The thing that staggers the worker is that men will not believe. How can they believe, when every spring of life is impure? The great need is to have a channel through which the grace of God can come to men and do something in their unconscious life, then slowly as that breaks into the conscious life there will come an expression of belief, because they see Jesus; but the way they see Him is through the worker who is a sacramental personality (see Acts 26:18). Christian workers rarely face men in this way. You cannot argue men into coming to Jesus, or socialise them into coming; only one thing will do it, and that is the power of the Gospel drawing men by the constraint of God’s grace.

	The centre of life and of thinking for the Christian worker is the Person of Jesus Christ. We get deadly respectable when we face only the problems we have been used to facing; but if we will obey the Holy Spirit He will bring us to face other problems, and as we face them through personal relationship to Jesus Christ we shall go forth with courage, confident that whether it be in the domains of heathendom or in our own land, Jesus Christ is never nonplussed, never worsted.

	
“I Am the Door”

	John 10:9

	1. The Condition of Daily Salvation

	By Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved . . .

	 

	This is a picture of the life we are to live as God’s children—entering in by our Lord, who is the Door, not once for all, but every day, for everything. Is there trouble in the physical domain? enter in by the Door and be saved. Trouble in mental matters? enter in and be saved. A thousand and one things make up life as it is and in them all we have to learn to enter in by the Door. Entering in, in the Name of Jesus, is the condition of daily salvation, not salvation from sin only, but a salvation that keeps us manifestly the Lord’s sheep.

	Are you experiencing daily salvation, or are you shut out from Jesus Christ just now in your bodily life, in your mind, in your circumstances? is there any fog, any darkness, any weariness, any trouble? Every day there are things that seem to shut the way up, but you can always enter in by the Door and experience salvation. In the East it is the body of the shepherd himself that is the door of the fold.

	2. The Condition of Daily Sonship

	and shall go in and go out . . . (rv)

	 

	We are apt to have the idea that salvation is a kind of watertight compartment and if we enter in all our liberty will be destroyed. That is not our Lord’s conception; He says we “shall go in and go out.” Are we entering in by the Door for our daily work or only at a devotional meeting? The going in and out is our Lord’s picture of the freedom of a son. A servant cannot go in and out as he likes, but Jesus says, “Henceforth I call you not servants; . . . but I have called you friends.” Nothing is closed to you once you enter in by the Door.

	3. The Condition of Daily Support

	. . . and shall find pasture. rv)

	 

	“I can’t get any food out of God’s Book,” you say; the trouble is not in the Book, but in you. “I can’t get time alone with God”—this answers the problem: “By Me if any man enter in, he shall . . . find pasture.” Some people find physical nourishment in everything, air and water seem to nourish them; and there are people spiritually who get nourishment out of everything. That is our Lord’s picture of the daily support of the life that is right with Him. There is no calling of any description where you cannot find ample pasturage once you learn to enter in by the Door.

	Are you starving spiritually just now? have you entered in by the Door? “Nothing in my hands I bring”—don’t try to be consistent to a doctrine or a creed, the Lord Jesus is the only One to whom you have to be consistent. You will find He will not allow you to have freedom in certain places, though He will always give you pasturage. There is wonderful liberty and freedom experienced among God’s children, but if you try to have this freedom among those who are not God’s children, He will check.

	If God were to ask you “How are you?” what would you say—“I don’t feel very well”? or, “I feel worried”; Or, “I feel as if I had not got hold of God”? Our Lord wants us to be filled with His life, and the only way for that is to enter in by the Door. The simplicity of it will save us from false emotion in prayer. It is easy to pray as we think we ought to pray, but we have to pray out of our personal condition. You never need to say—“But I am not in a fit condition to see my Father,” the freedom is that of a child. Is there any part of your life where you are not getting nourished, not finding pasturage? Then enter in by the Door. Have you been trying to make prayer, or faith, or the Bible, or experience, the Door? These may be ornaments about the Door, but the Door is the Lord Jesus Himself. Be absolutely loyal to Him.

	“By Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved.” It is an almighty salvation, salvation from darkness and dryness, from limitation and death, salvation from all that hinders you from being a healthy child of God. Can you go in and out, or are you in fear of your life when you do things, always questioning whether you should do this or that? Whenever you are in doubt as to what you should do it is because you have not entered in by the Door. Learn to enter in by the Door until it becomes the ordinary attitude of your life and you will find pasture without hunting for it, it is there. It is never a confined place, but always a door. The world, the flesh and the devil cannot imprison you, it is a life of absolute freedom.

	
Divine Sacrifice and Dedication of the Saints

	I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd layeth down His life for the sheep. . . . I lay it down of Myself. John 10:11, 18 (rv)

	 

	There is an unfamiliar element in the sacrifice of Jesus compared with the sacrifices made amongst men. A man may perform a mighty act in a moment of heroism—but there is the possibility that he may escape. Our Lord pictures here the issue He is facing, “the good shepherd layeth down His life for the sheep”: He deliberately laid down His life without any possibility of deliverance. There was no compulsion, it was a sacrifice made with a free mind; nor was there anything of the impulsive about it, He laid down His life with a clear knowledge of what He was doing. Jesus understood what was coming, it was not a foreboding, but a certainty; not a catastrophe which might happen, but an ordained certainty in the decrees of God, and He knew it.

	Have we begun to let the Spirit of God interpret the sacrifice of Jesus to us? We have too pathetic an idea of it because we take our ideas from martyrdom, but Jesus Christ was not a martyr. There is no room for the pathetic in our Lord’s attitude; it is we who take the pathetic view and look at His sacrifice from a point of view the Spirit of God never once uses. The Spirit of God never bewitches men with the strange pathos of the sacrifice of Jesus: the Spirit of God keeps us at the passion of the sacrifice of Jesus. The great passion at the back of His heart and mind in all Jesus did was devotion to His Father.

	“I lay it down of Myself”; It was the sacrifice of a free personality. Jesus had the power in His own Person to prevent every evil thing that came against Him, but He never used that power. He could have performed miracles at will, but He did not. He could have asked His Father to send Him more than twelve legions of angels, but He refused to (see Matthew 26:53). The angels must have stood around Him at the end, unseen, amazed that they could not come through and minister to Him as they had done after the temptation in the wilderness, and in the Garden of Gethsemane. Finally, our Lord gave Himself up into the hands of those who tried to seize Him, yet could not (see John 18:6): “He was crucified through weakness.”

	How does our dedication as saints compare with the dedication of our Lord and Master? When we are identified with Jesus Christ the Spirit of God would have us sacrifice ourselves for Him, point for point, as He did for His Father. We pray and wait, and need urging, and want the thrilling vision; but Jesus wants us to narrow and limit ourselves to one thing—clearly and intelligently knowing what we are doing, we deliberately lay down our lives for Him as He laid down His life for us in the purpose of God. This is the underlying meaning of Paul’s passionate pleading in Romans 12:1—“I beseech you, . . . present your bodies a living sacrifice.” We want to do it in an ecstasy; Jesus Christ wants us to do it without the ecstasy. Brood on what Jesus Christ came to do, and then in the full possession of your mind, not in the excitement of a revival moment, nor in the enthusiasm of a great spiritual ecstasy, but in the calm quiet knowledge of what you are doing, say—“My life to Thee, my King, I humbly dedicate.”

	Jesus Christ never blinds us into devotion to Himself, never startles and staggers us. Satan as an angel of light uses the things that captivate men against their will, he uses ecstasies, visions, excitement, the things that make for unholiness, for the aggrandisement of self, for insanity; but Jesus never does. He comes to us along the line of His own dedication—“I have power to lay it down.”Are we hindering the purpose of God in our life by seeking spiritual ecstasies in our devotions, seeking great manifestations of God’s Spirit? God wants us to dedicate ourselves to Him with quiet calm intelligence, with the deep fervent passion behind of knowing what we are doing. Have we the self-dedication of that moral passion? There are a great many passions that are not moral, enthusiasms that never sprang from God. We have to hold our emotions in check and let the Spirit of God bring us into one master-worship. The one love in the Bible is that of the Father and the Son; the one passion in the Bible is the passion of Jesus to bring men into the relationship of sons to the Father, and the one great passion of the saint is that the life of the Lord Jesus might be manifested in his mortal flesh.

	“This commandment received I [rv] of My Father.”The great centre around which the life of Jesus moved was the will of His Father and devotion to Him. It is easy to work ourselves up into a passion of sacrifice, but that is not the true element in dedication. As a saint I have power to refuse to give my sanctification to God; I can use that sanctification for my own selfish ends, with unutterable ruin to my own soul and to others. Our only guide is our Lord Himself: “For their sakes I sanctify Myself.” In full possession of His powers Jesus dedicated Himself to God, and His call to those of us who are His disciples is to dedicate ourselves to Him with a clear knowledge of what we are doing, free from the plaintive, the sad, and the emotional. Can we only serve God when He thrills us? Can we only speak for Him when we feel His conscious touch? Cannot we have all the deep passion of our heart and spirit ablaze for God, our whole personality under control for one purpose only—to dedicate ourselves to the Lord Jesus Christ as He dedicated Himself to His Father?

	Let Him make our lives narrow; let Him make them intense; let Him make them absolutely His!

	
“Will Ye Also Go Away?”

	Notes of a Sermon

	John 6

	Five thousand men fed with five loaves and two fishes†††! The fame of the miracle-worker spreads like wildfire and the crowds blaze with enthusiasm, men and women hasten eagerly from afar to come to Him, scrambling over land and scudding over sea. †“And when they had found Him on the other side of the sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, when camest Thou hither? Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek Me, not because ye saw signs, but because ye ate of the loaves, and were filled. . . . I am the Bread of Life. . . . The Jews therefore murmured at Him, because He said, I am the bread which came down out of heaven” (rv). The enthusiasm begins to abate—“It is most offensive presumption.” “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? how is it then that He saith, I came down from heaven?” “And the bread that I will give is My flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. . . . The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How can this man give us His flesh to eat?” “Listen to Him; how can He claim such impossible things?” †“Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you. . . . Many therefore of His disciples when they heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it? When Jesus knew in Himself that His disciples murmured at it, He said unto them, Doth this offend you? . . . From that time many of His disciples went back, and walked no more with Him.” The crowds have passed now, you are alone with your Lord, and He bends through the gloom of your weakness and blindness and says “You are not going away too, are you?”

	Men are still offended at Jesus; they hear gladly His “Follow Me”††† and enthusiastically leave all to follow, but when the way becomes narrow, and to follow costs shedding of blood, they begin to waver. As long as it means peace and joy we will follow Jesus, but when it costs us dear we are tempted to go back and walk no more with Him.

	1. The Offence

	“Blood” was, and is, the offence. “You Christians wallow in blood,” it is objected, “could no other word be used?” There is something so offensive in the word “blood.” “And why talk so much about sin? Sin is but a defect, slowly being outgrown in the evolution of man.” “Blood,” the vital life-stream—offensive! Is there nothing offensive in sin, that devastating thing which poisons the very fountain of life, which makes the world a howling wilderness and our cities unendurable to thought—a defect! The evolutionary idea sounds all right; it is the thinker himself who is wrong. Sin has alienated man from God, and the story of the ages is an accumulation of wrongdoing and of judgment days; there is an utter hopelessness in any attempt to meet the righteousness of God; but let a man begin to realise what sin is, then, “the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin,” will be a holy word to his soul. “The Cross” and “the blood of Jesus” are indeed names for profound mysteries, but when a soul shattered by the crushing sense of his guilt believes that through the blood of Jesus there is forgiveness for sins, he receives a new life-energy, he is purged from his old sins, and with the Spirit of Jesus in him, he begins to work out his own salvation. Then begins the true evolution of a man’s soul.

	2. The Offended

	It is a serious thing to be offended with Jesus; it means stagnation of character. Jesus Christ can never save an offended man, because the man who is offended with Jesus shuts up his nature against Him; he will not see in Him, the Son of God, his Saviour; he will not hear His words of life. God has so constituted human nature that the man who will not, ultimately cannot, but every man who is willing to come to Jesus and is not offended in Him, is saved and receives forgiveness.

	“Though all men shall be offended because of Thee, yet will I never be offended.”††† Do you recall the time when you talked like that? Do you recall how Jesus met you after that night of bitter despairing? Do you remember most of all how He pressed the kiss of forgiveness on your brow, you feel it yet, glowing like a radiant star, and how He spoke strong words of comfort, “And when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren”?

	“Blood” is an offence not only at the beginning of the Christian career, but in the midst of it. “Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you. . . . Doth this offend you?” said Jesus: Except you are crucified with Christ until all that is left is the life of Christ in your flesh and blood, you have no life in you.Except your self-love is flooded away by the inrush of the love of Jesus so that you feel your blood move through you in tender charity as it moved through Him, you have no life in you.Except your flesh becomes the temple of His holiness, and you abide in Christ and He in you, you have no life in you.

	3. The Offender Is Jesus Himself

	“He is despised and rejected of men.” Jesus offended many; His own home-folk were the first to be offended. “And when His friends heard of it, they went out to lay hold on Him: for they said, He is beside Himself"—“He assumes too much for His humble position.” When He preached in the synagogue, they were astonished, but—“Is not this the carpenter? . . . And they were offended at Him.” The Jews were offended at Jesus because they looked for a warrior king in their coming Messiah, and the carelessness of Jesus over temporal positions and honour did not commend itself to them. The Pharisees were offended at Him because His teaching showed up the hollow emptiness of their profession. His own disciples were offended at Him—“All ye shall be offended in Me this night”† (rv)— they all forsook Him, and fled†; one betrayed Him††; and another denied Him.†††

	Why did Jesus offend so many, and why does He offend so many to-day? Because men are half-blind by sin; the offence comes through their short-sightedness. Jesus offends men because He lays emphasis on the unseen life, because He speaks of motives rather than of actions; He reveals men to themselves, and because that revelation means hopelessness they turn away from Him who is their only hope. He offended men because He taught that they were lost and could only be saved through Him—“For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Finally, He offended men because His own life was blameless, and His very presence disturbed their low-level contentment and

	The word “blood,” which offends so many, speaks of forgiveness of sins. The Carpenter, who offended so many, is the disguised Son of God, full of majestic power and condescension. We marvel, not that He performed miracles, but rather that He performed so few. He who could have stormed the citadels of men with mighty battalions of angels, let men spit upon Him and crucify Him. The faithful few, who are an offence to our great organisations, are the disguised citizens of the Kingdom of God, their step is strong with coming triumph, they walk, a mighty concourse of the redeemed; angels are their servants, the Almighty is set for their defence; Jesus Himself walks with them day by day, a constant Friend. From the East and from the West shall come multitudes who, passing through great tribulation, have “washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”

	
Person Not Place

	Seek ye Me, and ye shall live. Amos 5:4

	 

	The danger of seeking places of blessing is very prevalent. Beth-el, for instance, was the place of Divine blessing historically; it was there Abraham built an altar to the Lord, there Jacob had visions of God—what place could be more suitable to seek than Beth-el, there to have the spirit of communion revived and quickened by sweet and divine meditation? and yet God says, “But seek not Beth-el, nor enter into Gilgal.” Gilgal was the place of the first encampment of the children of Israel after crossing the Jordan; what could be better after sanctification than to return in memory to the place of our first encampment in the promised land? yet God says “nor enter into Gilgal, and pass not to Beersheba.” Beer-sheba was the place of wonderful refreshing; Abraham dwelt there; Hagar was relieved there; Jacob was comforted there. What could be better than a pilgrimage back to our “Beershebas,” the place where outcasts have been received, the discouraged encouraged, the failures revived and made successes? Yet God says, “and pass not to Beer-sheba.”

	At first reading of these verses one might wonder what their message is when applied spiritually, and yet very little attention will reveal that it is the old story that it is the Lord Himself and not the places of blessing the children of God are to seek. The place of former victories for God, the place that was heaven on earth in days gone by, will be places of defeat and failure if you persist in going there as a means of reviving. The message of God is “Seek ye Me, and ye shall live.” It is the message that runs all through God’s Book and all through the experiences of the saint’s life. I wonder how many of us are trying to haunt places instead of seeking the Lord? There are places of revival to which the people of God take pilgrimages and spend hours and days and weeks there, trying to get a jaded life back again into communion with God, trying to revive by meditation and the power of association what can never be made alive apart from the living presence of God Himself. God is not confined to places, and where He once blessed, He may not bless again, it depends on the motive in seeking it.

	“Seek ye Me, and ye shall live.” Oh the joy of that life with God and in God and for God! It takes a sharp discipline for many of us to learn that “my goal is God Himself, not joy, nor peace, nor even blessing, but Himself my God.”

	
This Experience Must Come

	2 Kings 2:12-23

	And he saw him no more. 2 Kings 2:12

	 

	“And he saw him no more”—in the way of leadership. If you have been learning a truth with a man or woman of God, there comes a time when you see him or her no more, not necessarily physically, but in your spiritual experience they stand no more to you as your guide and leader because God does not intend they should. That is the time you accuse God of making blunders—“I can’t go on without Elijah.” God says you must.

	1. Alone at Your Jordan (2 Kings 2:13-14)—Your Seal

	Your “Jordan” is some type of separation in which no one can have any fellowship with you, and no one can take the responsibility for you; you have to put to the test what you learned when you were in communion with your “Elijah.” As a saint in God’s work, your experience is that you have been to Jordan over and over again with your Elijah, he taught you wonderfully how God did things, and you saw how God worked through him, but now you are up against it alone. There is no use saying you cannot go on without him, this experience has come and you must.

	What did Elisha do? He took up the mantle and did exactly what he had seen Elijah do. In the discipline of fellowship God always makes us go first as apprentices. He gives us comrades and leaders and guides whom we depend upon up to a certain stage, then there comes the experience of going alone. It is not wrong to depend on Elijah so long as God gives him to you, take all you can get from him, but remember the time will come when he will have to go. Beware then that you don’t look for Elijah, don’t look for any assistance, but call on God and He will give you your seal. “The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha” (2 Kings 2:15). There is no sentiment here, but reality. If you want to know whether God is the real God you have faith to believe He is, then go through your Jordan alone. Jordan is taken to mean death, but here it means the threshold of life. We have to go through our Jordan as men and women who have really learned of God.

	2. Alone at Your Jericho (2 Kings 2:16-22)—Your Sin.

	Jericho is the place where you have seen your Elijah do great things. There are times in your life when Redemption and rationalism come into conflict, and your faith in God seems the most feeble and ludicrous thing there is. If you have learned well of your Elijah, you will never trust your reason, or wits, or anyone else’s wits, you will remain true to what you learned with Elijah, and you will get the sign that God is with you; but you must go there alone. When you are up against your Jericho, you have a strong disinclination to take the initiative and trust in God, you want someone else to take the responsibility. While you are with your Elijah he takes the responsibility, but you come to the place where Elijah is no more use. Whether it be your Jordan or your Jericho, stand true to what you learned with your Elijah, and don’t side with the clamour of the educated prophets.

	3. Alone at Your Beth-El (2 Kings 2:23)—Your Sacrament

	“And he went up from thence unto Beth-el.” Beth-el stands for the house of God, the place where God revealed Himself to Jacob. Elisha had been with Elijah to all these places—“and they two went on,” and now Elisha goes alone, and at Beth-el he is slandered and treated as a hypocrite. At your Beth-el you will find yourself at your wits’ end and at the beginning of God’s wisdom. When you get to your wits’ end and feel inclined to succumb to panic, don’t. In spiritual matters never do what you feel inclined to do naturally. If you knuckle down to the tyranny of physical conditions, it is all up with learning God’s lesson at that particular Beth-el. Stand steadfastly true to God, and God will bring His truth out in a way that will make your life a sacrament, i.e., the abiding presence of God will come through the simple elements of your life, but you must wait for Him.

	Perhaps this experience has come in your life, not in a sentimental way that makes you interested in yourself, but in reality, and you are up against it. The only thing to do is to put into vogue what you learned with your Elijah—use his cloak and pray; determine to trust in God and don’t look for Elijah any more. When God removes His servants He never allows any time to mourn over them. “Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise. . . .”

	
A Sound Workman

	Do your utmost to let God see that you at least are a sound workman, with no need to be ashamed of the way you handle the word of the Truth. 2 Timotheus 2:15 (moffatt)

	 

	This advice of the Apostle’s puts a sacredness on work that nothing else does.

	As workers, remember that we have to be “approved unto God,” not logical in our interpretation of the facts of revelation or the facts of life. Revelation transcends reason and confuses logic.

	There is no royal road to becoming a worker for God. The only way is to let God in His mighty providence lift the life by a great tide, or break it from its moorings in some storm, and in one way or another get the life out to sea in reckless abandon to God. When once God’s purpose is begun He seems to put His hand on the life and uproot and detach it in every way, and there is darkness and mystery and very often kicking. We can be impertinent to God’s providence the moment we choose; there is no punishment, we have simply chosen not to be workers for God in that particular. We say, “Let me get back to the ‘duck pond,’ to its limitations, where all is so simple and placid and easy to understand.” We may go back to our “duck pond” and be a success there, but God wants to launch us out into the ocean. Numbers have come within sight of an understanding of the great doctrines and have stopped short. There is no pioneer but God into the meaning of His great doctrines.

	Never make an experience produced by your faithfulness to God the ground of your Christian teaching, but find in your personal experience the assurance of your relation to the Christian doctrine you have to teach. It is always easier to be a hand-to-mouth evangelist than to be a worker for God rightly expounding the evangel to the saints.

	The value to God of one man or woman right out in supreme sanctification is incalculable. The value of a life can only be estimated by its spiritual relationship to God. “Every branch that beareth fruit, He cleanseth it, that it may bear more fruit” (rv). Do you feel the knife? If so, that is a sign that you are bearing fruit. The greatest service we can render God is to fulfil our spiritual destiny. It is the despised crowd God is counting on, insignificant but holy.

	
What Do You See in Your Clouds?

	Behold, He cometh with clouds. Revelation 1:7

	 

	In the Bible clouds are always connected with God. Clouds are those sorrows or sufferings or providences without or within our personal lives which seem to dispute the empire of God. If there were no clouds we would not need faith. Seen apart from God, the clouds or difficulties are accidents, but by those very clouds the Spirit of God teaches us to walk by faith. Faith must have an autobiography; until we know God, we have no faith. Faith is the spontaneous outgoing of my person to another person whom I know.

	“Behold, He cometh with clouds”—the clouds are the very sign that God is there. What a revelation it is to know that sorrow, bereavement and suffering are clouds that come along with God! God does not come near in clear shining, He comes in the clouds. “If I had not come . . . , they had not had sin.” The sign that Jesus Christ has come to us is the sense of our utter unworthiness.

	It is not true to say that God wants to teach us something in our trials. In every cloud He brings, God wants us to unlearn something. God’s purpose in the cloud is to simplify our belief until our relationship to Him is exactly that of a child. God uses every cloud which comes in our physical life, in our moral or spiritual life, or in our circumstances, to bring us nearer to Him, until we come to the place where our Lord Jesus Christ lived, and we do not allow our hearts to be troubled.

	Christianity does not add to our difficulties, it brings them to a focus, and in the difficulties we find Jesus Himself. We must get out of the habit of misinterpreting God by saying He wants to teach us something, it is not a New Testament idea, but an idea that is as unlike the God whom Jesus revealed as could be. God is all the time bringing us to the place where we unlearn things.

	We ought to interpret all the clouds and mysteries of life in the light of our knowledge of God. In everything that happens we should be un-learning that which keeps us from a simple relationship to God. Sometimes we have to leave certain forms of religious activity and testimony alone until our relationship to God is simplified—God and my own soul, other people are shadows. Until other people become shadows, clouds and darkness will be ours every now and again. Is your relationship to God becoming simpler? The proof that it is, is that you do not bother God about yourself so much as you used to because you know Him better.

	There is a connection between the strange providences of God and all that we know of God Himself. Unless we can look the darkest, blackest fact full in the face without damaging God’s character, we do not know God. There are no such things as “calamities” or “accidents” to God’s children—“all things work together for good.” Sin and evil and the devil are not God’s order; they are here by the direct permission of His providence. If we governed the universe we would clear them all out at once, but God does not work in that way. He did not work in that way with us—think how patient God has been with us! When the world, the flesh and the devil do their worst, it is for us to understand where our true life is to be lived, not in the outer courts, but “hid with Christ in God.” Whatever happens, happens by God’s permission.

	What is your cloud just now? Is it something you cannot see through, something foggy and indefinite and perplexing that makes you shiver with fear? Are there clouds of thinking which make you afraid as you enter them? The revelation in God’s Book is that the clouds are but “the dust of His feet.” Then thank Him for them.

	“They feared as they entered the cloud”††; “Suddenly . . . they saw no man any more, save Jesus only with themselves.”†† Have you anyone “save Jesus only”††  in your cloud? If you have, it will get darker. You must come to the place where there is “no man, save Jesus only,”†† all others are shadows. Spiritual education is to know God, and nothing simplifies our life more than learning to see in the clouds the goings of His feet.

	
The Suffering of the Sanctified

	Forasmuch then as Christ suffered in the flesh, arm ye yourselves also with the same mind; for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin. 1 Peter 4:1

	 

	There is suffering that is preventable, but there is an inevitable suffering that is essentially God’s will for us. We do not know the preface to our own story any more than Job did; we suffer, and God alone knows why. It is beside the mark to say that it is because we deserve to suffer; Job did not deserve to suffer for he was a man “perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.” Neither is it at all satisfying to say that suffering develops character. There was more in Job’s suffering than was required to develop his character, and so it is with the sanctified soul. The preface to Job’s story lets in the light from the revelation point of view, viz., that God’s honour was at stake, and the issue fought out in this man’s soul vindicated God’s honour.

	This point of view does not deny that we receive whippings from our Father for being wilful and stupid, or that we are chastened to purity; or that any of the obvious or beautiful and sentimental things that are said and known about suffering are not true. They are true, but there is a deeper suffering in connection with sanctification that cannot be exhausted by any or all of these views.

	The picture of God in the Bible is of One who suffers, and when the mask is torn off life and we see all its profound and vast misery, the suffering, sorrowing God is the only One who does not mock us. “He was despised, and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief” (Isaiah 53:3 rv).

	The Cross of Christ pronounced final and irrevocable judgment against the prince of this world (see John 12:31). The cross of sanctification is not the Cross of God in the sense that the Cross of Jesus Christ was. The inevitable suffering of the sanctified is that they side with the Cross of God, and with His way against the way of the prince of this world. The prince of this world defies God at the Cross, his insidious temptation is—“Save Thyself: if Thou art the Son of God, come down from the cross.” Suffering was inevitable to our Lord before God could make His Saviourhood a fact; He “learned obedience by the things which He suffered” (rv). Jesus Christ is not our Example, He is the Captain of our salvation; His position is unique. We do not suffer in order that we may become saviours; we suffer in order to enable God to fulfil His idea of saintship in us (see Colossians 1:24).

	The evident indifference on the part of the saints in the New Testament, and since, to the experience of suffering is accounted for, not on the ground of insensitiveness or by trampling on the finer feelings, but by “the expulsive power of a new affection.” When we are saved and sanctified through the Atonement we are led out into the fulfilment of the ideas of God under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Every other aim falls into insignificance, and through earth’s heart-breaks, sorrows and griefs, the sanctified soul treads calm and unwavering, unafraid even of death itself, summing up all as “our light affliction, which is for the moment . . .” (rv).

	The sufferings of the sanctified are caused by growing into the idea of the will of God. God did not spare His own Son, and He does not spare His sanctified ones from the requirements of saintship. A child is a perfect specimen of the genus homo, so is a man. The child as it develops, suffers; it is a false mercy that spares a child any requirements of its nature to complete the full stature of manhood, and it is a false mercy that spares the sanctified child of God any of the requirements of its nature to complete “the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” We do not evolve into holiness, it is a gift—we evolve in it, attainment after attainment, becoming sons and daughters of God, brothers and sisters of the Lord Jesus. That is Paul’s meaning in Philippians 3:13-14, “reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark. . . .”

	A child in the natural world is not fit for life unless it is perfectly healthy; sanctification is spiritual health, “perfect soundness.”

	May the God of peace sanctify us wholly so that we are no longer sickly souls retarding His purposes, but perfected through suffering. Oh, that from every heart may rise the yearning longing, as from the Apostle Paul:

	Then as I weary me and long and languish, 
Nowise availing from that pain to part,—
Desperate tides of the whole great world’s anguish 
Forced thro’ the channels of a single heart.

	 

	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

	Oh to save these! to perish for their saving,
Die for their life, be offered for them all!

	Myers

	 

	
Vows, Visions and Voices

	1. The Vices and Virtues of Vowing

	When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for He hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou vowest. (Ecclesiastes 5:4 rv)

	 

	At New Year time we hear much of vowing. Solomon’s advice is—“Don’t vow; because if you make a vow, even in ordinary matters, and do not fulfil it, you are the worse for it.” To make a promise may simply be a way of shirking responsibility. Never pile up promises before men, and certainly not before God. It is better to run the risk of being considered indecisive, better to be uncertain and not promise, than to promise and not fulfil. “Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay”(Ecclesiastes 5:5).

	The vices of vowing outweigh the virtues, because vowing is built on a misconception of human nature as it really is. If a man had the power to will pure will it would be different, but he has not. There are certain things a man cannot do, not because he is bad, but because he is not constituted to do them. We make vows which are impossible of fulfilment because no man can remain master of himself always; there comes a time when the human will must yield allegiance to a force greater than itself, it must yield either to God or to the devil.

	Modern ethical teaching bases everything on the power of the will, but we need to recognise also the perils of the will. The man who has achieved a moral victory by the sheer force of his will is less likely to want to become a Christian than the man who has come to the moral frontier of his own need. It is the obstinate man who makes vows, and by the very fulfilment of his vow he may increase his inability to see things from Jesus Christ’s standpoint. When a man is stirred, either by joy or sorrow, or by the seasons of the year, he is apt to make vows which are beyond the possibility of human power to keep.

	Jesus Christ bases the entrance to His Kingdom not on a man’s vowing and making decisions, but on the realisation of his inability to decide. Decisions for Christ fail because the bedrock of Christianity is ignored. It is not our vows before God that tell, but coming to God exactly as we are, in all our weakness, and being held and kept by Him. Make no vows at this New Year time, but look to God and bank on the Reality of Jesus Christ.

	2. The Direction of Vision (Acts 26:19)

	It was no passing emotion that came to Paul on the road to Damascus, the vision had very clear and emphatic direction for him, and he says, “I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision.” Paul was not given a message or a doctrine to proclaim, he was brought into a vivid, personal, overmastering relationship to Jesus Christ: “I have chosen him” (moffatt). There are pietistic movements started by certain forms of vision which are characterised by fasting and times of prayer and devotion, but they are the antipodes of everything Jesus Christ taught. Jesus Christ taught absolute abandonment to Himself and identification with His aims. The test of all spiritual vision is, “That I may know Him.”

	Recall the time when you knew without any doubt that the Spirit of God spoke to you and brought you to see what God wanted you to do; if you obeyed the vision, it has led on to emancipation in your life; but remember, every enlargement of vision has to be paid for by increased concentration. We all have moments when

	The spirit’s true endowments 
Stand out plainly from its false ones, 
And apprise it if pursuing 
Or the right way or the wrong way, 
To its triumph or undoing.

	 

	We are inclined to be ashamed of the vision we get because it marks us out as being different from other people, and we are afraid of being considered “speckled birds.” The vision will mark you out as different, but if you take your direction from the vision, you will not only make a straight path for yourself but for others also.

	3. The Inspiration of Voices

	And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, Whom shall I send? (Isaiah 6:8)

	 

	The call of God is best heard when the soul is in a state of obedience to the known will of God, when, as it were, God’s soliloquy is overheard—“Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” and the ready response is, “Here am I; send me.” The call of God is difficult to state, it is implicit, not explicit. The call of God does not come to everyone, it comes only to the man who has the nature of God in him. For every man who is true to the call of God, there are many who are true to the call of a creed or doctrinal evangelism. There are voices that are not true to the character of Jesus Christ (see Matthew 24:23-24); the inspiration of these voices is not to glorify Jesus, but to glorify something which He does. Give time to heed the call of God. The voice of God never contradicts the character of God.

	
The Discipline of Spiritual Tenacity

	Psalm 46

	The world as it is, is not good enough to be true. We ought not to be satisfied with it. God has prepared some better thing. But it by no means follows that what God has prepared is what we should now choose. There may be heavy sorrows and disappointments in store for us, if so it will mean that our hopes need purifying.

	Forsyth

	 

	Tenacity is more than endurance, it is endurance which has at its heart the absolute certainty that what we look for is going to transpire. Spiritual tenacity is the supreme effort of the Spirit of God in a man refusing to believe that his “Hero” is going to be conquered. The greatest fear a man has is not that he will be damned, but that Jesus Christ will be worsted; that the things He stood for—love and justice, forgiveness and kindness among men, won’t win out in the end. Then comes the call to spiritual tenacity, not to hang on and do nothing, but to work deliberately and tenaciously with the certainty that God is not going to be worsted.

	1. In the Wildness of Nature (Psalm 46:1-3)

	There is a wildness all through Nature and we are suddenly struck with its brutality and ask, “Why, if God is a beneficent Creator, does He allow such diabolical things to happen?” Has the Bible anything to say about this, any revelation that explains it? The Bible explanation is that Nature is in a disorganised condition, that it is out of gear with God’s purposes, and will only become organised when God and man are one (see Romans 8:19).

	We all have our problems, something about which we say, “Now, why is it?” Never take an explanation which is too slight.

	A materialistic explanation or an evolutionary explanation cannot be final. The great thing is to remain absolutely confident in God. “Be still, and know that I am God.”

	2. In the Whirlwind of Nations (Psalm 46:4-7)

	According to the Bible, the nations as we know them are the outcome of what ought never to have been. Civilisation was started by a murderer, and the whole of our civilised life is based on competition. There are grand ingredients in civilised life, but the basis is not good. In the whirlwind of nations such as is on just now, many a man has lost, not his faith in God (I have never met the man who had lost his faith in God), but belief in his beliefs. When a man’s belief in his beliefs suffers a severe blow, for a while he thinks he is disbelieving in God; in reality all he has lost is the conception of God that had been presented to him and he is coming to a knowledge of God along a new line. There are those who have maintained their faith in God, and the only language they can use to express it is—“I know God is God, although hell seems on top all round.”

	3. In the Weariness of Nemesis (Psalm 46:8-11)

	A man may sin magnificently, but he is punished drearily. The whole of our prison system is a day after day nemesis which makes men wish they had died rather than that the gates of paradise had clanged behind them.

	We are apt to make the mistake of looking for God to put things ostensibly right immediately. If we dwell much on the Second Coming without having a right spiritual relationship to God, it will make us ignore the need for spiritual tenacity. Just now, Jesus says, “The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: . . . for lo, the kingdom of God is in the midst [mg] of you” (rv). When our Lord does come, He will come quickly, and we will find He has been there all the time. One of the greatest strains in life is the strain of waiting for God. “Because thou didst keep the word of My patience” (rv). God takes the saints like a bow which He stretches and at a certain point the saint says, “I can’t stand any more,” but God does not heed, He goes on stretching because He is aiming at His mark, not ours, and the patience of the saints is that they “hang in” until God lets the arrow fly.

	If your hopes are being disappointed just now it means that they are being purified. There is nothing noble the human mind has ever hoped for or dreamed of that will not be fulfilled. Don’t jump to conclusions too quickly; many things lie unsolved, and the biggest test of all is that God looks as if He were totally indifferent.

	Remain spiritually tenacious.

	
Insidious Indifference

	And I think it right, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance. 2 Peter 1:13 (rv)

	 

	Insidious means “advancing imperceptibly.” Are you as spiritually alive and enthusiastic as you once were? Are you finding it expedient not to have so keen an edge on your discipleship as you used to have? Are you a little more inclined to sit complacently to the fashions and customs of that form of worldliness which you used to avoid with horror? Then may this word of the Apostle Peter’s stir you up and preserve for you a vivid apprehension of the truth.

	1. Knowledge of the Truth

	Wherefore I shall be ready always to put you in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and are established in the truth which is with you. (2 Peter 1:12 rv)

	 

	These words indicate that the warning is addressed to those who know the truth and are established in it. This may be a little startling, but it ought to prove very profitable. You are a Christian, perhaps a prominent worker, your testimony is outspoken on every occasion, you are fearless in your stand for the truth, and yet it is to such as you that these words are spoken. You would be surprised and incredulous if you were told that you were threatened with insidious indifference, and that on this enchanted ground you may sleep the fatal sleep.

	Beware of your testimony when you can give it without thinking. The more decided our testimony, the more decided and growing should our thinking be. When we use the words “salvation,” “sanctification,” “Holy Spirit,” or any of the great words, do we think more about them than we used to? or have we used them so often that we heed them little because we are established in the truth? Bear in mind that unwilled attention soon flags, but willed observation gives discernment.

	2. Knowledge of Failure

	For he that lacketh these things is blind, seeing only what is near, having forgotten the cleansing from his old sins. (2 Peter 1:9 rv)

	 

	Another cause of insidious indifference is from a different source, viz., the knowledge of having failed. Perhaps you have not grown in grace, you are not “stablished in the faith,” you have been lazy and self-indulgent, and you have slowly become what you know you are to-day—blind, you have become “unfruitful” in your knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. If this is your portrait, let these words rouse you out of your fatal sickness. Thank God it is not yet too late. Rouse up now! Add diligence to your faith, and by the grace of God you will soon begin to “add” the other things also.

	3. Knowledge of Being Kept

	. . . who by the power of God are guarded through faith unto a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. (1 Peter 1:5 rv)

	 

	Insidious indifference is begotten not only by a knowledge of the truth, and by a knowledge of failure, but also by a knowledge of being kept. The sublime truth of the security of being kept may degenerate into a lazy drift towards destruction. The keeping power of God is a grand eternal fact; but beware of going to sleep on the decrees of God and saying, “In God’s good time,” when in your heart and by your habits you really mean, “In my bad time.”

	Let such considerations as these stir up our minds by way of remembrance. It is as if the voice of Our Master called to us saying, “BE saved!” “BE sanctified!” “BE renewed in the spirit of your mind”! taking the word “BE” to mean a steady growth “in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (rv).

	
The Price of Expansion

	Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into judgement. Ecclesiastes 11:9 (rv)

	 

	Every expansion of mind, or heart, or emotion has to be paid for by additional concentration. The price is the same in national and individual life. During these years there has been a terrific expansion in lives through bereavement and sorrow, everything in individual life has been altered, but there is the price to pay. The majority of us are inclined to make little of what we feel most; it is a good thing to be inarticulate, but at the same time it is well to get an expression because others have the same experience. Up to thirty years of age life is full of promise; after that, life holds out no more promise, it holds out the test as to whether we are going to live up to what we saw in vision. The danger is to abandon the vision and say we are getting more sensible; we are, rather, getting more sordid, we have lost the moral vim, the effort to pay the price of the expansion. It is a question of “hanging in” in the dark to what we saw in the light. “While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light” (John 12:36).

	1. Reaction of Formation (Luke 11:24-26)

	Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits more evil than himself; and they enter in and dwell there. (Luke 11:26 rv)

	 

	There is an idea in regard to a revival that the thing is done suddenly, by a magic pill. Some things in a man’s life are done suddenly, but there is always the price to pay afterwards; he has to set his face to it. To-day people are crying out for a revival and an awakening, but we have to remember that we must lay our account with the inevitable reaction. Reaction means the way I answer back to anything which impinges on me; physical health, moral and spiritual health, are all maintained by reaction. A converted man is not necessarily one God’s Spirit has touched; a man may reform himself by sheer strength of will, but reaction is inevitable and unless he is willing to pay the price of the expansion, he will end worse than he began. Our Lord is not talking about the man who suddenly collapses because he has gone on in some secret sin; He is describing the man who has turned the devil out and made his heart clean by sheer will—“swept and garnished” but empty, and He says that “the last state of that man becometh worse than the first” (rv).

	Our Lord’s attitude to the human will is not that frequently presented to-day; He never says that a man must make vows and decisions. “Decisions for Christ” fail, not because men are not in earnest, but because the bedrock of Christianity is left out. The bedrock of Christianity is not strength of will, but the realisation of my inability to decide: if I am ever going to be what Jesus Christ wants me to be, He must come in and do it, I am an abject pauper morally and spiritually. Fundamental free will is never possible, if it were our vowing would be omnipotent, we could do as we liked.

	2. The Danger of Drifting from Ideals

	Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light. (Matthew 11:28-30)

	 

	We generally look upon an ideal as something to live up to; it is rather something to live in the inspiration of. A boy in his ‘teens has clearer and purer ideals than at any future time; then when he begins to find a divorce between what he is and what he sees he ought to be, he experiences an agony of mind. We can all see visions and dream dreams, but they are not woven into the texture of our life, and unless we are willing to pay the price of expansion we will drift from our ideals. Immediately you are prepared to live in the inspiration of your ideals, you become a “speckled bird.” Many a man is kept back from Jesus Christ by a sense of honour to his own crowd—“No, they will think I am becoming a superior person,” and a man often chooses to drift from his ideals rather than seem disloyal to his crowd. If he goes on, ultimately his crowd will go with him, but it will test his moral calibre to the utmost.

	3. The Natural Law of Emotion (Colossians 3:5-10)

	Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth. . . . (Colossians 3:5)

	 

	If I allow an emotion and refuse to act it out on its right level, it will react on a lower level, and the higher the emotion the deeper the reaction. The most unwholesome people spiritually are those who like to have their emotions stirred by prayer meetings and devotional readings, but they never act them out. In the natural world the one who is used to having things played before his emotions apart from actual life is as a rule the most callous, heartless person at home. My guide as to what emotion I am going to allow is to ask myself—Suppose I allow this emotion, what is its logical outcome? If it has to do with sin and Satan, then cut it clean out, allow it no more way; if it is an emotion to be generous, then be generous, work it out on its right level and your moral life will be tremendously benefited. The place for discipline in both natural and spiritual life lies just here. When the Spirit of God stirs you, make as many things inevitable as possible, let the consequences be what they will. It is in such crises in spiritual life as these that Jesus says, “Come unto Me . . . and I will give you rest.” He will make a man able to work out in actual life what he sees by the power of vision.

	
Perfecting Holiness

	2 Corinthians 7:1

	“Having therefore these promises”—what promises? “I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people” (2 Corinthians 6:16)—“let us cleanse ourselves”—no “excusing the sins we’re most inclined to while condemning those we’ve no mind to”; there must be no moral partiality in the saint—“from all defilement of flesh and spirit” (rv)—nothing contrary to God’s nature: “the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin”—“perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” It is perilously possible to cultivate a spurious, unhealthy holiness not “in the fear of God.” There is a subtle form of carnal pride that is set on my holiness; it is unscriptural and morbid and ends in experience rather than in character, in taking myself more and more seriously and God less and less seriously. The cultivation of holiness is impossible without the spiritual concentration which the Holy Spirit enjoins.

	“I beseech you . . . to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God” (rv). Practical holiness is the only holiness of any value in this world, and the only kind God will endorse. Romans 12:1-2 is a passionate entreaty to rouse ourselves out of that stagnation in which we are ensnared by thinking that because it is all of grace there is no need for “gumption”; whereas the tremendous initiative given us to sanctification ought to rouse us to determined activity until we are transformed by the renewing of our mind and able to make out the will of God. This mental renewing means the strenuous and courageous lifting of the problems of the world, individual, family, and social, into the spiritual domain, and habitually working out a life of practical holiness. It is not an easy task, but a heroically difficult one, requiring the mightiest effort of our human nature; a task which by the grace of God lifts us into thinking God’s thoughts after Him until they become our unconscious inheritance. The secret of spiritual otherworldliness is not found in adhering to a set of rules, but lies deep down in a hidden spring of life and thought which the saint continually obeys.

	
A Meditation

	Job 19:25-27

	For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: and though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God. . . . Job 19:25-26

	 

	When a man is agitated by the Spirit of God he utters words from which he takes comfort for himself and others can do the same, but the treasure contained in the words can never be exhausted. Job did not understand all the meaning of these words, yet he took a meaning of great preciousness to himself out of them. So with us, it is never possible for us to understand what we utter when we get a glimpse of God, or to express the rapture that sweeps our soul at such times. If a man’s words spoken in the power of the spirit have such inexhaustible value, who can estimate the value of The Word of God, our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, who expresses to us the very thoughts of God?

	God never reveals Himself in the same way to everyone, and yet the testimony of each one who has had a revelation of God is the same, viz., that God is love. If a man doubts God, he is not able to express the doubt, his lips are dumb with the pain: if a man can say he doubts God, the doubt is not worth heeding. Job’s faith is wavering under the blows of the providence of God and the stinging cruelty of his friends; the breakdown of all his traditional belief seems like the breakdown of God, and from the delirium of his perplexity he pleads, “Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye my friends; for the hand of God hath touched me.” And with the utterance of his plea a new confidence seems to creep in, the Spirit of God moving through all his incoherent sadness begins to lift him to a higher plane; his consciousness of innocence is confirmed within him as God reveals Himself in a more majestic and mysterious way, there is a growing assurance that he will yet be justified in the eyes of those who now accuse him, and he repeats to himself his confidence—“though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: whom I shall see for myself.” The darkness, which comes from excess of light, is transformed by the never-to-be-explained rapture of his growing realisation of God. Whenever God reveals Himself to a man he instantly finds the limitation of human language and reasoning—“It is impossible! yet it shall be!”

	Why is it that our faith gets contradicted by what we go through in our experience? because of ourselves we can know nothing, we only know by God revealing Himself to us. We are in danger of taking each stage of our development in spiritual growth as final, and when a fuller flood as from God’s own great life comes, overwhelming all the old traditional belief, we close down our soul over the earlier revelations—“I have the truth now,” consequently we stagnate because we cut ourselves off from God. There is no limit to what God can make us are we but willing. His great love is ever overshadowing us and He waits to visit us with His saving life.

	“For I know that my Redeemer liveth,”Job is assured that his Redeemer (his Vindicator) will arise and will put right the wrong; and every upright soul will likewise one day be vindicated, never fear. But Job’s words convey to us as Christians a deeper, more glorious truth; they mean that our Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ, will one day stand upon this earth and will clear His Name from reproach and slander! The people of God cry, “O God, how long shall the adversary reproach? shall the enemy blaspheme Thy name for ever?” The enemies of Christ are triumphant, Christianity is a failure, they say; and the Church of God herself looks on in pain at the shortcomings in her midst. But lo, at length from the very heart of the shadows appears the majestic Figure of Jesus; His countenance is as the sun shineth in his strength, around those wounds in Brow and Side and Hands and Feet—those wounds which shelter countless thousands of broken hearts—are healing rays; in that glorious Figure meets every beauty inconceivable to the imagination of man. O Christians, dry your eyes! Be not downcast, for I know that my Redeemer liveth! He is nearer than you think. Oh the speechless rapture of it, that suddenly He will appear to us! “Yea: I come quickly. Amen: come, Lord Jesus” (rv).
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